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From the President
Dear Members of the Bryant University Class of 2020,
From the very start of this academic year, I knew that the Class of 2020
would be like no other for me and Kati. After leading Bryant as president
for 24 years, and getting to know more than 15,000 students as I have
watched them learn and grow, I knew back in September that your class
would be extraordinarily special because it would be our last.
But what I had no way of knowing when you returned from your summer
vacations last fall- as you began your classes, worked hard to compete at
the top level of your sport, and contributed to life on campus in so many
ways- was that our time together would be cut short. These last several
weeks your class has risen to challenges presented by the pandemic that
the world has not seen in generations.
Character and fortitude are developed as we strive to overcome the
obstacles that life presents, and we ultimately succeed in life by not
surrendering these hurdles. As the Bryant community transitioned
to online learning and virtual connections in March, I know it was
especially hard for you. You can be proud that across every facet of the
University, we worked together and took proactive steps that allowed
us to continue our educational mission while keeping students, faculty,
and staff safe.
Since this was the last semester at Bryant for the Class of 2020 as well
as for me and Kati – I hated postponing the 157th Undergraduate
Commencement. I would have loved nothing more than to invite you
back to our beautiful campus to finish the term and your athletic season
interacting in person with your friends and professors, and our staff. But
that was not to be. Instead, in true Bulldog spirit, we have learned new
skills that will prepare us for the rapidly changing world in which we
now live. I have been enormously impressed by the way you adapted to
the challenges COVID-19 presented.
I commend you on your hard work and achievements. You have demonstrated curiosity, creativity, collegiality, grit, and perseverance. You
have pursued academic excellence and studied diligently, enhanced your talents through internships and student life opportunities, and
helped others through community service. Your contributions are a source of great pride to Bryant’s dedicated faculty and staff. Wherever
your passion may lead you, your Bryant education has prepared you to make a difference as an innovative leader with character.
Successful completion of your studies marks an important transition in your relationship with your alma mater. Like Kati and I, you are
leaving our beautiful campus in a way that is not what you imagined. But know that Bryant will continue to advance strategic goals that
enhance the value of a Bryant degree and increase the competitive advantage of your diploma. As a new member of the Bryant Alumni
Association, a powerful network of more than 50,000 accomplished men and women around the world, we expect you will remain
engaged in the life of our community. Please take this responsibility seriously by encouraging new applications to Bryant, providing
internship or career opportunities to our students, attending alumni events, and cheering on our Bulldog athletic teams.
Kati and I, and the entire Bryant community, are proud of your achievements and confident about your future. You have been a truly
exceptional class, and we thank you for all you have contributed to the University. I know that you will build upon the extraordinary
foundation your Bryant education has provided. We extend our very best wishes for a lifetime of success and fulfillment.
Sincerely,

Ronald K. Machtley
President

The Archway Commencement Edition
This is the 2020 Commencement Issue! The commencement magazine you
are reading was compiled by the technical advisor and the staff at The Archway,
Bryant University’s student-funded and operated bi- weekly newspaper.
Within this issue, you will find written reflections from members of the
Class of 2020, whose reflections were selected from a pool of applicants. In
addition, you will find reflections from senior Archway staff, faculty and staff at
the university, as well as photo collages, senior portraits, and letters from senior
administrative officials.
The Commencement Issue is a colossal undertaking each year, and its
success truly depends upon the diligence and talent of the senior class. It has been
a great honor to serve as a member of The Archway, and I thank all who read
this for the appreciation of the hard work that went into creating this magazine
for your enjoyment.
Today is a day of celebration and remembrance, and I hope that this book
serves as an encapsulation of those as the seniors graduating today prepare to
embark on the many journeys that await them in their bright futures.
Enjoy,
Nyatasha Jackowicz, Editor-in-Chief
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A Tale of Two Archways
As newly minted alumni of Bryant University, graduating
seniors enjoy the long-awaited opportunity to take their first steps
through the cast iron archway situated in the middle of campus
– an artifact excavated from the Old Providence campus when
Bryant moved to Smithfield in 1971. It is a very exciting and
sobering milestone in the Bryant experience that all students who
pass though Bryant’s gates have the privilege of partaking in.
And while the archway that we know today is a remnant of
that campus, its significance on the old Providence campus (which
was sold to Brown upon the move to Smithfield) was virtually
nonexistent. Instead a brick structure, named the South Portico,
was the archway that all who came to Bryant knew about. It was
under the South Portico, attached to one of the old campus’ main
academic buildings, where students of the past would gather
during inclement weather and sunny days alike to talk about the
happenings on campus.
This tradition stands in stark contrast to the tradition of the
purpose that the cast iron archway serves to current Bryant
students, who are afraid to pass under it for superstitious fear of
not graduating. This tradition, too, served as the chief inspiration
for one particular campus organization in finding its name. That
organization, which was founded in 1946 and whose booklet you’re
currently reading 73 years later, is The Archway.
So each time you walk under the archway, don’t only reflect on
your four years at this institution, but also on the 152 years that
preceded it and the illustrious and unique history, tradition, and
values that have both fallen away and re-manifested themselves in
the annals of Bryant’s collective memory.

Aaron Bonsu
For me, talking about a “unique perspective” of Bryant that
emphasizes my experience is selfish and does not do our class justice.
A “unique perspective, comes in two parts. One, it is special. Two, it
provides a point of view or attitude on something. That something,
however, should emphasize a greater arch than just an individual’s
self-reflection. It should be like a telescope – one person looking
around at the wonder that is our community. It should emphasize
how I have seen the rest of our class change, how we interact with each
other, and how we interact with our campus. It is our community –
to which I am a mere single member – that deserves our attention.
While I cannot provide a synopsis on everything, and what I see is
not what everyone has seen, I hope my “unique perspective” on our
evolving community is something that can be reflected on by many
in our class.
The Class of 2020 began our journey in June 2016 with the
franticness of orientation. The anticipation of college was palpable,
the tension – and obligation – of meeting meet new people remaining
high through September. Finding out who your roommate was
and trying to coordinate how the minifridge situation was going
to work… Were you going to split the space? I am sure some of us,
reflecting to those moments of some baby-faced version of us, regret
hauling stuff by the box load into our freshman rooms only to find
out we did not need it by Thanksgiving. We did not know any better
then, but we have grown so much now.
That growth often comes with pain. It could be as tiny as the
moments we longed to not be freshmen, but the growth and pain
could be something deeper. For some, the struggle of moving to a
new place far away from home. For others, pain far harsher and more
tender to the soul. Yet, through the four years, or three and a half for
some, this pain can be eased by a comforting group – a community
of friends. Friends from freshman year during Opening Weekend or
Big B Weekend. The group of people that you worked with for your
GFOB project. The person that you did not know until your junior
year and now you realize you can’t be without. It is these people,
along with countless others, that have made this journey more than
bearable. They made it enthralling. The compassion and care of our
group of buddies is something that will live on for a lot of us.
It is not just our friends that helped us, though. It is the people
that run this school, the faculty and staff, that foster our relationship
with Bryant. That one professor that changed your outlook on life,
the one that pushed us to the limit, the one that helped us become
better somehow, and our collective moments every time we entered
Salmo and seeing Ms. P and Barbara are all a part of this bond. It is
these interactions that made some of us select Bryant four years ago,
but it ended up being so better. Our growth stems not only from our
friends, but from the people that pour their heart and soul into this
place while we try to become better. It is this dedication that pushed
and continues to push this class forward.
The moments we had will also push forward. The unforgettable
Spring Weekends that we wished never ended – or sometimes that
they should end, and the nights spent with friends till four am that
will live on in our hearts. The presentations that were worked on until
3 a.m. and the stress that can only be described as the Management
200 Service Learning Project will live on in our minds. Each of
these, and countless others, have shaped us into who we are today –
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people who are ready to experience tomorrow’s world because of the
steppingstones that we took at Bryant.
The future is odd. I do not think any of us expected what has
happened over the past few months – no one knows what will happen
in a month from now. For some of us, we did not know that Bryant
would be our place five years ago – but here we are now. Today, we
are Bryant. Tomorrow, we will be the world, and frankly, the world
needs us. What I believe, however, is that Bryant has prepared us. Our
community – professors, staff, family, and friends stretching from the
Class of 2017 to the Class of 2023 have supported us on this journey.
From what I have seen, I believe in our community to do its job, its
part in supporting the world. You know how I believe it? Because of
the change, the progress, the pain, and the performance put in by us.
College is not just four years – it is a collective experience. We have
shared it, supported each other through it, and we now sign off from
it. Yet it is that sharing and support that is often needed in the world.
We started at Bryant; we start again after the Archway.

Daniel Brown

Class of
2020

I recently had a phone interview for a job, and when I
was asked the question “What is the biggest struggle you’ve
overcome?”, I hesitated. This was not a question I had ever
come across in other interviews. After a few moments of
stumbling, I gave an anecdote about overcoming some
health issues when I was in high school, and how that
helped create the path for the lifestyle I try to practice
today. It was only a short time after that I realized that
was not true, because, as I write this, my biggest struggle
is ongoing.
There are a lot of lessons that Bryant teaches you
over your four years. If something can go wrong in your
presentation, be ready for that. Do not be the group
member that holds everyone back. And of course, do
not put off your Gateway sessions until the last minute.
Throughout my four years at Bryant, one of the greatest
lessons that I have taken to heart was not necessarily
one that I learned in an extracurricular group, or from a
favorite professor. Rather, it is the frame of mind that the
devoted faculty promote on campus; make no excuses.
For myself, and I can imagine for my fellow senior
classmates, in this time of great uncertainty about our
futures, it is easy to make excuses. What happened to our
final semester is far from the story book ending that every
prospective freshman imagines when they put down their
deposit. I am heartbroken that I will not be able to create
more memories with people I am so fortunate to know, or
work with the professors that have spent the last four years
doing their best to see the class of 2020 prosper. We have
every right to feel angry, and sad, and to worry about what
will happen when this dust finally settles. But for now, all
that each and everyone of us can do is focus on the road
ahead, as we have for the past four years.
The greatest lesson that Bryant taught me is that no
matter how difficult the circumstance, no matter how
overwhelmed you may feel, or how unfair something
maybe, remember what you are capable of. It is something
that we are reminded of everyday in the motto of Inspire
to Excel. The class of 2020 was dealt a bad hand, but that
is no excuse to fold. Instead, we should remind ourselves
everyday of all the things we have overcome just to be here
right now. I will walk away from my four years knowing
that I did my very best and did not sell myself short,
because that was what expected from me the day I stepped
onto campus.
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Paige Derlinga
If you had told me four years ago that I would be walking across
this stage, graduating from Bryant University, I simply wouldn’t have
believed you. As a senior in high school, I made the decision to attend
a large state college in New York. I had looked into Bryant initially,
but was afraid it would feel too small, that I wouldn’t have the same
amount of opportunity available to me there as I would at a bigger
school. I couldn’t have been more wrong.
I transferred to Bryant my sophomore year of college. Three
years later, Bryant truly feels like a second home. The people I’ve met
and the friends I’ve made here have all touched my life in their own
way. This university cultivates a sense of community that I believe
starts with our professors. They are brilliant individuals who strive
to see their students succeed. The relationships I have fostered with
professors here have gone beyond the classroom, as they have offered
career advice, and even networking opportunities that lead to my first
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corporate internship. They possess real-world experience that’s been
invaluable in helping me prepare for what’s to come after graduation.
Bryant has offered me countless opportunities for personal
growth, most of which I would never have experienced if I hadn’t
transferred to Bryant. The abundance of clubs and organizations
really speaks to the breadth of our student population, offering us
new ways to serve as campus leaders. I found my first leadership
opportunity through joining Greek life. Rushing Delta Zeta provided
me with the community I was looking for as a transfer student. I was
able to surround myself with young women who share my values
and empower each other to be the absolute best they can be. After
being in my sorority for less than six months, I was elected to serve
on our executive board. Feeling the support of my sisters and the
faith they had in my abilities to represent and lead them was truly
inspiring. It was also through my sorority that I was able to serve as
a mentor to my little. Although I was supposed to be the role model
for her, I think she taught me far more than she knows. She showed
me unconditional love and the strength to persevere in the face of
adversity. I am a better person for knowing her, and I will be forever
grateful that Bryant brought us together.
Aside from growing as an individual, Bryant has offered me
many opportunities for professional development that eventually lead
to my career after graduation. I knew early on that I wanted to pursue
a degree in Human Resource Management and was fortunate enough
to have the opportunity to work in the Human Resources office on
campus, assisting the VP and his team in their daily functions. I was
able to draw upon my experiences there while interviewing for my
future position after college, something I would never have had the
opportunity for if it weren’t for Bryant.
Another opportunity I feel helped shape me into the person I
am today would be serving on Bryant’s Senior Advisory Council. It
was extremely rewarding to feel like we were making a real difference
by representing our community. I will always remember the BSAC
dinner when Provost Sulmasy told us that we will each continue to
represent Bryant University even once we branch out into the world
after graduation. He continued to say that the expectation of Bryant
graduates in the workplace is far greater than others. With our degree
comes a great deal of learned professionalism, interpersonal skills
and respect for ourselves and others that will one day set the world
on fire. We should be proud to embody the Bryant name and all that
it represents, I know I am.
Walking through campus for the first time since deciding to
transfer, I knew right away that this place was going to have an impact
on me. Now, as I walk through campus today for the last time as an
undergraduate student, I know I couldn’t have been more right. All
of the opportunities I’ve been given that have shaped me into who I
am today would never have been possible if I hadn’t chosen Bryant.
I can walk under the arch today, overwhelmingly proud of the
person that Bryant has helped me become. The countless friendships
and memories I’ve made here make this moment bittersweet, but I
wouldn’t have it any other way. To say I’m grateful for all that Bryant
has given me would be an understatement, and even after all of this,
I still may never find the words to express the true impact this school
has had on me. To Bryant University, thank you for the best three
years I could have ever imagined.

Caitlin McCosh Class of
2020

I came here as a young immature freshman girl, who truly had
I don’t even know where to begin as I sit down to reflect on my last
four years at Bryant. I have been given countless opportunities that
have shaped me into the person I am today and for that I am grateful.
Not many students are fortunate enough to be able to walk through
campus on any given day and be able to see a friendly face strolling
through campus. Whether it be on the green outside the pond, in the
roto, AIC forum, or anywhere in between, I always knew that I would
be able to see a smiling face on the way to my destination. This alone
makes Bryant so special. Another thing that makes Bryant unique to
me is the people who make up the community.
I have never met a more welcoming community where it seems
as though everyone’s number one goal is to help others succeed. In
the last four years, I have been provided so many different resources
to grow, learn and become the best person I can be. I will also never
forget all the possibilities to get involved on campus! I have been apart
of the club tennis team for all four years and I would not have traded
that for the world. The drive and passion everyone has for this team
is unmatched. I entered Bryant in 2016 rather timid and I am leaving
Bryant confident and with a sense of purpose. In closing, I am the
most thankful for the friends I have met who have turned into family
and the memories that will never leave me. I live by the quote “always
leave everything a little better than how you found it.” In this case, I
think that is a two-way street because as I conclude my 4 years, I am
leaving Bryant a little better than how I found it, but Bryant has made
me an overall better person too. Forever grateful for these experiences
and memories!

Jennifer Andrea
Bryant was the first school I ever toured. From the first moment,
I knew there was something special about this community. If you told
me four years ago how much Bryant would imprint on me, I could not
begin to fathom the extent to which this university would transform
me. Throughout my time thus far, I have gained lifelong friends and
treasured memories, become a part of a community that I love, and
challenged myself to continuously grow as a student. The bonds
formed at a small school resemble a family rather than a student body.
We share similar experiences of our first dinner with the Machtley
family as freshmen, Taco Thursday at Salmo, lounging by the Bryant
Beach, and avoiding the arch at all costs.
I measure my time here in all the laughs shared with friends, the
pride felt when my team completed our final project, the professors
who inspired me to pursue a career in finance, and random acts of
kindness that I encountered every day. We spent the past four years
working hard to graduate, but as the time to do so nears, we become
hesitant to leave. This school was more profound than an amazing
education, it was a priceless adventure. I know that Bryant has
prepared me well to become successful. These past four years were
sincerely the best of my life, and I am incredibly fortunate to have a
place that makes saying goodbye so difficult. No matter where life
takes the Class of 2020, we are forever Bulldogs.
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Saïd Eljadidi
Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage
to continue that counts.”- Winston Churchill. To the
Bryant University class of 2020; Let us remember that it is
not our successes that define us, but our mistakes and how
we bounce back. As young professionals in our respective
fields, it is imperative that we have the mental fortitude to
persevere through these failures. Can you remember a time
where you did poorly on a test? Or perhaps received a less
than adequate grade on a paper? Look at yourself now. You
are the nation’s newest and brightest leaders, ready to take
on all challenges thrown at us. The class of 2020 has future
Senators, Governors, CEOs, Doctors, Lawyers, Clergy,
and Presidents. I ask you all to be bold, be brave, and most
importantly, be leaders.
One of the reasons that I transferred to Bryant was
because of its outstanding leadership. Gentlemen such
as President Ronald Machtley, Provost Glenn Sulmasy,
Professor Robert Kornreich who have served our country
in both the Military and academia deserve much more
than I will ever be able to give to them. Our Veterans Affairs
coordinator Kerri Forbes is among the finest servant leaders
I have ever had the privilege of knowing. Her guidance
and mentorship have allowed me and many others to be
here today. Our highly qualified professors such as Doctor
Elzotbek Rustambekov bring an indescribable wealth of
knowledge to us. As many others would agree with me,
his international experiences with the United Nations have
made our students well aware of global issues and how to be
ambassadors everywhere we go. Thank you to all who have
led us to this day.
Throughout my time at Bryant University, I have been
lucky enough to participate in the Reserve Officer Training
Corps. The tradition of training college students to become
officers began in 1802 at West Point, and has since grown to
include all of our service academies and ROTC programs
across the country. The unique education opportunities
provided are unmatched in terms of financial support,
job placement, training events, and cultural programs. I
have taught at the Cold Weather Operations Course in
Wisconsin, worked at US Europe Command in Germany,
trained with foreign officers in Ukraine, and sweated with
fellow cadets in Kentucky. Such opportunities for cadets
were once echelons above reality. With the help of Bryant
University and Cadet Command, I was able to broaden
my horizons and become a better leader. I will bring those
lessons and experiences to soldiers, both subordinate and
superior, in order to protect and defend the citizens of our
great nation. Upon commissioning, I will be an active-duty
Aviation Officer, and will begin flight school in Fort Rucker,
Alabama. If any of my fellow Bulldogs find themselves
near, feel free to stop by!
Above The Best,
Saïd
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Jaret Petruzzelli

Class of
2020

My time at Bryant has been nothing short of incredible, and
I’m proud to be a Bulldog forever. Bryant not only provided me a
top-tier education, it provided me many opportunities for growth,
a group of friends who have become family, and a second home.
When I arrived in the Fall of 2016, I knew that I was taking on a
challenge in a rigorous academic environment. For that reason, I
gave myself most of my Freshman year to focus strictly on classes.
However, I couldn’t help but notice the strong presence that Clubs
and Organizations have on campus, so I decided to take the next
step and join the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO).
Before I knew it, CEO became just as important to my Bryant
experience as anything else. As a general member, it gave me the
opportunity to get together at least once a week with like-minded
students who were motivated to step outside of the classroom
and get more out of their time in college. Whether attending a
presentation by a powerful business leader, participating in an
interactive workshop aimed at professional development, or
taking a trip to New York City to network with Bryant alumni,
CEO was the perfect supplement to my classroom learning. My
passion for the Organization pushed me to take on a leadership
role in my Junior year, and go on to become President in my
Senior year. Leading this group taught me lessons and gave me
experiences that are hard to find in a semester-long course.
If not for the experiences inside the classroom at Bryant,
though, I would not have had the ambition to join this
Organization and eventually go on to lead it, and that is a
testament to Bryant’s Professors. Our educators never settle for
just teaching the material, they constantly push you to think
outside of the box and approach your learning in a creative and
innovative fashion. This involves a great deal of group learning
and feeding off of one another’s thoughts and ideas to understand
the real-world situations present in today’s society and businesses.
Our Professors engage in our learning right alongside us, and that
is a great motivating factor. They see the potential in their students
and make it their goal to exploit that in order for us to get a full
understanding of our capabilities. I credit those Professors who
pushed me inside the classroom for myself taking the initiative
to get involved in Bryant’s extracurricular activities, where I
expanded upon my learning in unique ways.
My four years at Bryant were undoubtedly the best four of my
life. I truly feel that I learned a lot about myself, particularly my
capabilities as well as my limits, while making some of my closest
friends and having the time of my life. Bryant has so much more
to offer than just an education, and I took advantage of that and
really made the most of my time here. My classmates and I leave
here not only with a degree from a prestigious University, but with
a family and support system that will be there for the rest of our
lives. Thank you Bryant!
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Madison Gilbride

“I wish there was a way to know you were in the good old days
before you actually left them” – Andy Bernard. This quote means
more to the Class of 2020 than ever before, this quote sums up exactly
how I feel about my senior year. As the school year comes to an end,
I have done a lot of thinking, back to the day I moved into Bryant. I
have been thinking about how far away graduation was and my to do
list including all the things I wanted to accomplish during my time
at Bryant. I blinked my eyes just for a second and all of that flashed
by, now here I am. I sit thinking about how far everyone, including
myself has come since that first day of freshman year. Everyone has a
different story and has met different people that shaped their Bryant
experience. For me, Greek Life has truly shaped my story.
To some people in the Bryant Community, January 26th-28th
is just the first weekend back from winter vacation, for others it’s the
ending of the IDEA program, or the start of a new semester but for
myself and the women of the Panhellenic community, it is one of the
most exciting weekends of the year: sorority Formal Recruitment.
To me joining Greek life means becoming a part of a community of
people who will always be there to support you, joining a sisterhood
with shared values and ideals and finding women who love you
for who you are. It means philanthropic opportunities and helping
a cause greater than ourselves; it means developing leadership
skills and opening doors that were always just a dream; it means
surrounding yourself with people who will push you to be a better
version of yourself each and every day; it means finding your girl
gang, the ones you laugh with, shop with, travel with, and live with;
it means finding a sense of belonging in sisterhood where you feel
at home. Three years ago when I went through recruitment, I found
my home with Tri Sigma. As I reflect on my time, my love for this
organization and the Greek community continues to grow stronger
and stronger. Being apart of Greek life amplifies four parts of my
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Bryant Story: Philanthropy, Leadership, Friendship, and Love.
Back in 2016, Tri Sigma became a philanthropic partner to the
March of Dimes; a nonprofit organization focused on improving
health of mothers and babies. This organization is near and dear
to my heart due to the fact my sister was born premature and while
growing up, my mother stood on the board of MOD in my local
area. I was extremely excited to learn about Tri Sigma’s partnership
with them, this meant I was able to continue my volunteer work
throughout college! In addition to, I also participated in a variety of
other Greek life philanthropic opportunities like AOII Spaghetti for
Scleroderma, Sigma Chi Derby Days, DZ Pie in the face, and ASA
Sneaker Soiree. I was grateful of the opportunity to help those who
cannot help themselves and to continue to support causes that are
greater than myself.
I am thankful to say that Greek life has made me into the leader
I am today. I was a little freshman who had big dreams of making
a difference, being a change and having a voice. Sigma gave me the
opportunity to do so, through positions such as Public Relations,
Vice President of New Member Education and serving as Chapter
President last year. My sisters pushed me, guided me and above all
believed in me. I have worked hard and developed my leadership
abilities that have set me up for becoming a mentor, leading group
projects, all the internships I have had and jobs I have worked. I can
strongly say if it weren’t for Sigma and being a part of the Greek
Community, I would not have gotten those opportunities.
I took advantage of all the new opportunities and experiences
that the Greek community presented me with, I stepped outside my
comfort zone and ended up making everlasting friendships. I have
a strong alumni network of those in my chapter and other chapters,
many of which still come back to visit, write job referrals, or pass
down a wide range of career opportunities within their company.
In regard to Sigma, I have 48 amazing sisters who are like family,
22 amazing seniors whom I have the pleasure of graduating with
and best friends who will be my bridesmaids one day. These are the
women I eat with, share clothes with, laugh and cry with, live with,
travel with and would do anything for. It is not just four years; it is a
lifetime!
Last but certainly not least, Sigma has allowed me to love myself
in every form. I can honestly say I love my life; I have loved every
minute of my Bryant experience and I love the person whom I
have become. From giving back, to my values. From leadership, to
networking opportunities. And from friendships, to sisters that will
be forever. I have worked hard; I believe I have made a difference and
I became the person I was meant to be.
That is my Greek Life experience, that shaped my Bryant
story. Everyone in the Greek community has helped to create
an unforgettable experience, from Bid night to Initiation, from
philanthropy benefits, to formals, from leadership councils to
leadership conferences and to Greek Week competitions, we were all
able to find our people and call Greek Life home for the last few years,
and for that, I am thankful. Now here at graduation, I think about
how I accomplished all the things on my to do list and how each one
of those moments molded and shaped me into the person that I am
today. Those were the good ole days, and I am glad to look back on this
time with amazing memories, lots of laughs, many accomplishments,
lifelong friendships and finding myself along the way.

Natalie Terranova Class of
2020

My four years at Bryant have given me some of the best
memories of my life. From my first day as a shy, nervous
freshman to ending senior year as a confident and outgoing
young adult, my experience has shaped me into who I am today
– a person who finds joy in all aspects of life! My passion for
travel has led me to explore learning on a global level, having
traveled to Malaysia and Singapore as part of SIE and to Lisbon,
Portugal for a fall semester abroad. These opportunities are
more than I could have ever imagined and have brought so
much culture, depth, and happiness to my time here at Bryant.
Just as meaningful, my time on Bryant’s physical campus has
given me a job that I cherished, clubs to look forward to every
day, opportunities in leadership and growth, and connections
that will last a lifetime.
As a supervisor for intramural sports, I cannot imagine a
job that would have been more fun and entertaining to have
as someone who loves sports and being actively engaged with
people. Serving as President of the Velocity Dance Team this
year, a club that has allowed me to express myself and feel at
home, helped me blossom my ability to lead and make decisions
while doing something I love. Being a member of the Student
Alumni Association has also given me a greater appreciation
of Bryant’s beautiful traditions and I feel so lucky to have
been to help put together Homecomings, Friends and Family
Weekends, and our special Festival of Lights. Though these are
just a few examples of the incredible opportunities Bryant has
given me, in addition to all of the push and encouragement
towards academic excellence, they represent a powerful
message that Bryant has taught me – true happiness can be
found when we put all that we have into the opportunities we
are given and are bold enough to live without regrets.
Our senior year is definitely not concluding how any
of us imagined it would. Missing out on spring showcases,
final performances, celebration banquets, senior week, and
much more, it is all about how we handle these challenges
that define who we are. However, we are not alone. With
President Machtley’s retirement, we are fortunate enough to
have someone who cares about our senior year just as much
as we do. While the current circumstances do not erase any
of our wonderful memories and lifelong lessons, there is still
a need for closure and proper recognition of such a special
chapter in our lives – I have full faith that Bryant will get us
there. As President Machtley shared with us in one of his many
inspiring and hopeful emails, “I believe that true character is
developed in the crucible of great challenges. How we respond
to these challenges shapes who we are and prepares us to meet
the many vicissitudes that life inevitably presents. And it is an
individual’s character that ultimately determines success in
life.” Bryant University will forever hold a special place in all
our hearts, but I know we will take everything this community
has given us into the next chapters of our lives. It is time for us
to make our fellow Bulldogs proud!
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Angelique Perrone
My time at Bryant could be highlighted by many experiences including
attending the Sophomore International Experience, becoming a Head Resident
Assistant, attending the National Retail Federation Foundation Student
Program conference, and securing full time employment before graduation.
One experience truly sticks out- working as the Director of Marketing for
Campus Recreation. I am so appreciative of the lessons I have learned in the
classroom; however, it was my experience managing a team that taught me the
real lessons that I will take with me into my career.
I started working in the Campus Recreation Department as a Statistician
for the Intramural sports games at night. While that job was fun and gave me
exposure to mentorship from the upperclassmen, I was looking for something
more fulfilling. Nick Schleicher found out I was concentrating in Marketing
and took a chance on me. I joined the content team where I produced articles
for our website, bryantbulldogs.com.
I received a promotion my junior year to become the Director of
Marketing- a huge role, which I believed I was heavily unqualified for. In this
position I worked to organize the seven students on our team to promote and
market the goals of the Recreation Department in social media, our website,
flyers, and events. My largest responsibilities were promoting our 13 Club
Sports, which have over 300 athletes, and curating our social media with
content. I learned how to run a meeting, manage conflict, maximize a budget,
and more.
At the time I was a junior managing older classmate and not led with
overwhelming direction- I had to pick a direction and go with it. I grew into
the role and figured out what worked well and what did not through trial and
error.
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We did not have enough people with skills such as graphic design and
video editing on our team which we could not operate without. I got right in
the trenches and with a ton of help YouTube, I taught myself these skills to
help our team.
Working on this team was more than a job- the members of the team
became close friends and mentors of mine. Working in social media and
sports makes you realize there is no 9-5 as our dedicated team would be
working late hours of the night to produce content for a last-minute event
or change in schedule. The saying held true for our team, “communication
is key.” Without the other members of team, I do not think I could have
performed in this role at all.
My favorite courses at Bryant such as Public Relations, Event
Management, New Product Development and Marketing Research gave
me the foundation to the basics on each of subject, however, my on-campus
job allowed me to put these skills to work in a real-world setting. My favorite
application was putting on the first annual recreation festival- RecFest, where
I organized an afternoon dedicated to wellness and fitness. We partnered
with on campus organizations and hopefully started an annual tradition!
I was able to speak about these experiences and managing a team in
interviews for internships going into my senior year. I truly believe this is
what set me apart from other candidates as I had not only demonstrated an
understanding of marketing principles, but also knew how to apply them
and make decisions with limited information.
I am so thankful Nick Schleicher took a chance and invited me to work
on this team. I’m also thankful for the amazing team that helped grow our
department. This role has taught me so many lessons and I’m grateful for the
students we were able to serve through the Recreation Department.

Eric Aiken

Class of
2020

To me, one thing that is so special about college is the endless
ability to take risks: good and bad. Rushing a fraternity was on the
bottom of my list when it came to potential interests in college.
I had a stigma that maybe many of you share about Fraternities
and their purpose on a college campus. I had no intention in ever
stepping near a fraternity event by any means when I got to Bryant.
However, my tour guide was in Sigma Chi, as was my Orientation
Leader and multiple members of the Student Government that I
was apart of. I met dozens of other campus leaders who were a
part of Greek Life on campus and I knew the culture was unique
and welcoming. My thoughts about rushing Sigma Chi had me
confused and nervous. Was this the right fit for me on campus?
Would I be able to connect with the other brothers if I get in? Are
they really who they promote themselves as? Plus, the thought of
convincing my family of my decision to rush Sigma Chi rattled
through me. In the end, taking the leap of faith in rushing Sigma
Chi ended up being my greatest decision of college.
In three years of being an active brother of Sigma Chi, I
was a part of remarkable philanthropic endeavors, countless
brotherhood activities, and a community that raised you to
become your best version of yourself. I had the opportunity to
lead a fundraising campaign for cancer research which was one
of the most rewarding experiences of my life. Sigma Chi, with the
help of the Bryant community, was able to raise over $12,000 and
become international fundraising champions for our fundraising
challenge during a global pandemic. I was able to welcome dozens
of new brothers into our Fraternity and share moments with
those graduating before me. I got to work alongside brothers in
Residence Life and Student Government. I was able to connect
with a group of people in a way like never before through trust
and vulnerability. I got to hear stories that put me to tears or had
me on the floor laughing. I was able to be a part of something that
was bigger than myself. And I always had a place to sit at Salmo.
Even with the endless support from my brothers, my family
was my rock through college. They understand my peaks and
valleys of these past four years better than anyone else. No matter
their schedule, they were always flexible to support my sister and I
at our times at Bryant. I am so thankful to have such understanding
and motivating parents who’ve aligned their life goals to raising
Olivia and I. I truly wouldn’t be where I am today without them
trusting, understanding, and supporting me through these years.
Waking up to the Snapchat memories of all the fun I had
over the last three and a half years is bittersweet. From the long
nights studying in Bello study rooms, to the weekend trips with
my brothers, to the friends that I made from unique walks of
campus life, it all gives me a nostalgic high wishing to recreate it.
At times, it felt as if the days would never end and the weeks would
never slow down. But now it’s all over. Losing the, arguably, best
part of your college career hurts. There is no way around it. Yet,
my experiences during my time at Bryant will continue to shape
and influence me far after graduation. I am forever grateful for
my family, friends, brothers, and community that shaped me into
who I am today. Next stop: Alumni weekend!
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Hyungue Lim

I write this reflection hoping that it might help other international students
studying in the U.S.
I began my education in the states in 2010. When people asked me where I
am from, and I tell them I am from Korea, they asked back “What is that?” Since
then, I have been witnessing different ways of how Korea became known to the
general public. From K-pop to Hyundai, it is great to get a glimpse of Korea in my
daily life. Now, when I tell people I am from Korea, I get to explain cultural heritage
instead of pointing out its location on a map. This is my simplest problem of being a
Korean. But whether or not you are a Korean, I imagine dealing with self-identity is
possibly the biggest problem while studying in the U.S. for all international students
(or American multicultural students). This is my experience as an international
student at Bryant University.
I never really thought about my Korean identity in high school (I went to
high school in the states), I was solely concerned about assimilating myself among
Americans.
After graduating from high school, I went back to Korea to do 2-year
mandatory military service and came back to the states to begin my education
at Bryant University. People knew so much more about Korea. K-pop, Samsung,
Hyundai, etc., were well known compared to my high school years, which meant
that I had to find new ways to fit in. I did not realize this in the beginning.
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Before my freshman year started at Bryant, I participated in 4MILE
program (4 years of Multicultural International Leadership Experience; it
is like an orientation program for international and multicultural domestic
students, but it is much more than an orientation program.). The week-long
program ultimately shaped the people I interacted with and defined me as
an international student.
Everything at Bryant was different from high school. Everywhere I go,
the tag “international student” followed. My task of coping with Americans
changed from “become one of them” to “be Korean, but don’t do those
Asian stereotypes.”
For the first half of my years at Bryant, I tried to do what I did in high
school: Try to be more like an American. I did get acquainted with many
American students at Bryant, but I always found myself hanging around
other international students, specifically Asian students, without much
of a choice. The dynamics at Bryant was also different from high school.
I had to prove myself to peers with my cultural understanding, grades,
and presentation skills to be welcomed in a group for projects, while I had
to be careful about how I act and respond to cultural ignorance (or lack
of knowledge) of faculty and staff members. It was the other way around
in high school, so things were different from how I learned to be around
Americans in high school. Therefore, I could not have kept up with my task
without the members of the Center for Diversity and Inclusion (CDI).
For the next half of my years at Bryant, I developed the sense of selfidentity and learned how to present myself as an international student from
Korea with the help from CDI staff members and Dr. Mailee Kue. I accepted
that I will never be seen as an American and that I have to make efforts to
defeat stereotypes, especially to get jobs in the U.S.
Being aware of my identity has been extremely important to
understand where I stand, but also stressed me out. Every iffy interaction
with Americans, I think about “was that a racism? Or am I overreacting?”
which also required to think about “how should I react to that?” I have
realized the necessity of finding appropriate ways to stand up for myself. I
personally think it is very difficult, because when you stand up for yourself,
you somehow stand up for other international students or in my case,
Koreans. You think about so many chain reactions that can happen after
what you say next. Because, I had the privilege of not needing to think about
these in my earlier years in the U.S., it was a strange feeling to start noticing
and thinking about these. Who knows what I would have said or done if I
did not have guidance from the CDI and Mailee.
Learning how to be an international student and be myself (Korean)
has been really important in job-seeking process as well. Noticing the subtle
implications of stereotypes against my nationality was crucial in doing well
during interviews. I assume it will be the same for when I start working
in any country. This “anywhere” includes Korea, because from Koreans’
perspective, I am more American than Korean (this ought be an entirely
different conversation).
Above everything I learned at Bryant University, learning how to be
myself and owning my identity as a Korean international student must
be the most amazing thing I learned. President Machtley emphasized
“characteristics” for our class in 2016. I strongly believe CDI members
and Mailee provided me with ample resources and helped building my
“characteristics.” So, Thank you!

Joseph Piccolo
Bryant would not be Bryant if it were not for the people who
call it home. When I look back on my time as a member of this
community, I know it will be the students, faculty, and staff that I
shared this campus with who I will think of most fondly.
When I started my journey at Bryant, however, I never thought
this would be the case. In fact, I didn’t think I even had the ability
to develop such a strong affection for my peers. I had no idea
what I wanted to focus on in my studies and was fairly confident I
would not be deeply involved in extracurriculars. During the fall
semester of my freshman year, I applied to, and was accepted by,
the Student Ambassador Program, an involvement I hoped would
help develop my public speaking skills without demanding too
much of a time commitment. Little did I know, this would be a
tremendous turning point in my life…and by far one of the largest
time commitments I could have possibly stumbled into.
Soon after joining the Ambassadors, I met some student
leaders who completely restructured my image of what it meant
to be a college student. They were dedicated, passionate, and
inspiring; they continue to inspire me to this day. I realized very
quickly what a wasted opportunity it would be to merely stick to
the sidelines for all four of my years as a Bulldog. From that point
forward, I had the drive and sense of purpose that I had been
lacking.
I began to branch out, getting involved in other student
organizations and finding my own passion in learning more about
the people I had the pleasure of working with. My peers in these
involvements, students and faculty alike, were the best support
system I could have asked for and catalyzed my rapidly growing
desire to become a leader on this campus.
While deciding to then pursue any and every leadership
opportunity I came across was, in retrospect, a terrible
mismanagement of my time, it taught me a lot about identifying
what was most important to me – at Bryant and beyond.
Specifically, I realized how necessary it was that I lead in a
position that allowed me to have a direct impact on the personal
development of my peers. That is, I wanted to make a difference in
the lives of those closest to me.
As I began to focus in on opportunities that best fit this
directive, I started to truly understand how lucky I was to be a
member of this community. The support I received from every
student, faculty, and staff member that I have crossed paths with
mirrors that which I thought only family was capable of providing.
It is these people who have inspired me to grow and become the
person that I am today as I leave Bryant.
And it is these people who have made my last weeks at Bryant
so incredibly special. Though it has already been said too many
times to count, I have to restate – not one of us imagined our final
year ending this way. While we have been separated from our
home in Smithfield, we have not been separated from each other.
Despite the fact that we are not at Bryant, we still are Bryant.
The members of the community who have worked tirelessly to
overcome the challenges set forth by the state of the world around
us have proven this once again.
It is for these reasons that our community will always mean
the most to me. We are strong, empowered, and capable of

Class of
2020

anything when we work together. I cannot thank these people
enough for everything they have taught me during my four years
at Bryant. Though I will not be bringing myself back to Bryant in
the fall, I look forward to bringing Bryant with me in everything
that I do moving forward.
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Madison Hahnen
Stepping onto campus the first day of freshman year, I did
not think Bryant was going to change my life the way it did. As
a freshman, you always want to find the best way to “fit in” and
do everything right. But in reality, there is no way to fit in or do
everything right, because every single person at Bryant has creates
their own path and gets to where they want to be in their own unique
perfect way. It is hard to have one defining moment that brought
me to where I am today because I have had so many moments and
people that have helped guide me here. These people may have come
from hanging out in our dorms on Friday nights, or the leaders I
looked up to in my involvements over the years. I have been able to
see many different perspectives from all these amazing humans and
every single one of them are hard to say goodbye too no matter how
our paths crossed. During my time at Bryant, I have been able to see
many things change. Whether it was the renaming of the residence
halls or the reconstruction of the football field, I saw these things
change from freshman year to senior year, and it makes me reflect
on how much myself and I am sure everyone in the class of 2020 has
over the years. Those changes can be good or bad, but every single
one of them comes with lessons that you would not have gained if
you did not join that club or say hi to the person sitting behind you
in GFOB. Most of us did not realize at the time but every experience
(yes, including bad group projects) made us a better and stronger
person.
One thing that really stood out my past four years is the way
this community were always there for each other. As you walked
through Fisher Student Center you could see many groups of
friends grabbing some chicken fingers from Nick’s or sitting on
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the couches talking about their weekend plans. It dawns on you
that every single person has their amazing group of friends and
I know everyone I talk to knows they made their lifelong friends
during these four years. Then you go on up to the second and
third floor, usually places for group projects or club meetings.
Being involved in many different clubs, the student organizations
at Bryant really share one common goal: make the community
even stronger. There are countless people where I have become
best friends through the organization we are involved in and it
simply would not have happened if we did not put our names
down on the email list during the org fair. There are also many
clubs who take the opportunity to partner with other clubs on
campus to put on extraordinary events for that same purpose:
make the community stronger.
The class of 2020 embodies this theme of community
precisely. Our class has gone through one of the most extreme
circumstances with COVID-19, but we all made the most of it.
Scrolling through snapchat you could see many friend groups
getting together for zoom calls, or people volunteering their time
to make masks or deliver food to healthcare workers. I also so
many amazing capstone project presentations that every student
still put their heart and soul into, where they could have just given
up. We were all there for each other showing our best strength,
even if it wasn’t the best situation.
I can not wait to see the extraordinary things this class does,
and congratulations bulldogs, we did it!

Samantha Iacone

Class of
2020

Dear Bryant University Class of 2020,
While the nation’s pandemic may have caused our university to
move to online classes for the remainder of our spring semester, may
we reflect on what brought us all here together. Each of our journeys
likely started by taking a tour of campus: feeling the instant sense of
community, seeing the beautiful landscape, and hearing about the
amazing academics… a Bryant Bulldog we each became. We spent
countless hours working on our GFOB business plans, preparing
for the final round of an academic competition, working on one too
many group projects, and cramming for every hard exam thrown
our way. We walked the halls of the Uni while saying hi to friends
and classmates. We people-watched and spent long hours in group
meetings in the AIC. We studied in the library until all hours of
the night. We met up with friends in Fisher, and made so many
memories in Halls 1-17. We built bonds with each other, but also
faculty and staff too- something you can’t get just anywhere. We
went through the good times and bad times. We faced adversity,
we were ambitious, and we persevered. We have come out stronger
given our last semester’s circumstances. We laughed until we cried,
and cried until we laughed. Most importantly, we did it together.
Here’s to begging our friends to go off campus for meals
because Salmo just wouldn’t cut it tonight. Here’s to Tuesday’s and
Wednesday’s at Rentes, and Thursday’s at Fins. Here’s to a morning
Dunks or Lib/Uni/AIC cafe refreshment. Here’s to all those last
times and all the little times in between, the ones that we never
knew would be the last. Here’s to our last move in day where piles
of belongings lay in our arms as we share hugs with each other after
a long summer apart. Here’s to the last time going to professors’
office hours and our last presentation that we dreaded, but ended
up crushing. Here’s to being townhouse neighbors, or only a
walk through campus. Here’s to the last Convocation, Festival of
Lights, Around the World, Catalina, townhouse party, darty, SPB
event, Spring Weekend, philanthropy event, club meeting, athletic
practice/game, and so many more. Here’s to our last move out day
and all the things that were taken from us. But today marks the
day we all join together as one. Here’s to coming together as “us”
because after all, we are the Bryant community. Here’s to making
friends that are now family and making memories we’ll never
forget. Here’s to all that Rhode Island, Smithfield, and especially
1150 Douglas Pike has given us. While our journey may have been
cut short, our times in the Bryant bubble can never be taken from
us. We have shared being a Bryant Bulldog under the leadership of
Big Dawg these past four years, a feeling that few and far in between
can understand. Forever and always, we will be: Bryant Bulldogs!
Go Books. Go Bulldogs.

With love,
Samantha Iacone ‘20
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Emily Nunez
When thinking back on my four years at Bryant one of the
most significant feelings I will take away from it is the feeling of
“home”. Truth be told, my adjustment to college took quite a while.
I had expectations that Bryant would feel like home immediately, or
at least by the end of my freshman year. But it took longer than that,
and it took the effort of building upon multiple experiences to feel
it. In my major, I found a home where I was not only encouraged
and supported by my professors and peers but challenged to think
about how I could best apply and demonstrate my knowledge and
opinions. It was from the support of my professors that I decided
to spend a semester in Washington, D.C. advocating, negotiating,
and educating on Capitol Hill for causes that I was truly passionate
about.
On-campus, I had the opportunity to get involved early and
started by joining the Student Senate, leading a committee and
helping to organize several major events on campus. Working with
members of the administration I was able to help build a better
home for students on campus and off as I began commuting. During
this time I also began working at the Career Center as a student
career counselor and was quickly welcomed with open armsand a mentor who taught me a deep appreciation for professional
development that I attribute many of my career successes to. Later
I would have the chance to help organize and moderate the I Am
An Immigrant panels and be inspired by unique definitions and
portraits of the word “home”. Building upon these experiences,
I was ready to contribute to the Bryant Experience myself and
was blessed to revive the Bryant Chapter of the Association of
Latino Professionals For America (ALPFA) with a group of some
of the most outstanding students that shared my same vision of
creating another space students can benefit from academically and
personally.
Off-campus, I have also had the opportunity to bring that feeling
of home and community with me. Because of the applicability of
so many concepts and skills in the classroom, I was able to lead
volunteers of a State Senate campaign to victory in a three-way race
and improve the project management system for a public official’s
internship program. Bryant has led me to these experiences and so
many more that I did not think were possible.
And without a doubt, the wonderful friends that I have made
along the way and the undying support of my family have allowed
me to feel more and more at home each semester. It was in each
conversation, event, adversity, and opportunity that I was slowly
stringing together the parts that would make me who I am and make
Bryant such a meaningful place to me. Although I am saddened by
the fact that my time at my home away from home was cut short, I
am forever grateful for the memories made and will treasure them
for a lifetime. Thank you to everyone who has positively impacted
my journey throughout these four years because it has taught
me that it does not matter whether you live on campus or are a
commuter, but as long as you feel at home at Bryant.
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Hannah Couture

Class of
2020

These past few weeks have afforded all of us seniors a
rather unique opportunity to reflect on our time at Bryant. As I
consider all that there is to be missed, the people I met during my
time here at Bryant are the first to come to mind. Through every
class, every group project, every club, and every opportunity in
between, I have met some really incredible people. Each person
that I have met has helped me learn something new, either
academically, personally, or professionally. These lessons all
piled together now influence how I act, how I represent myself,
and ultimately who I am walking out of Bryant University.
With every opportunity that has presented itself during my
time here, there comes the choice in whether or not to pursue
it. Take, for example, my first weekend on campus. I arrived a
nervous eighteen-year-old, not knowing if, or how, I was going
to make friends. A small decision to go to the football game later
that day led me to a lifelong friend. Four years and a whole lot
of laughs later, our friendship continues to teach me about who
I am and all I can do.
Fast forward a bit to my sophomore year where I was faced
with the opportunity to be a team leader in my first management
class. Having to apply for the position, I was hesitant to put
myself out there. Looking back, I am so glad I did. Not only
did it put me in a position to better learn the ins and outs of
managing a team, but more importantly, it enabled me to meet
dedicated, hard-working, skilled students that I could learn
from. As I continued my academic journey at Bryant, I was
constantly looking at what my peers were doing, never short of
inspiration when it came to their unique abilities. Whether they
know it or not, all of my classmates, in some shape or form, have
helped me grow as a student these past four years.
In my junior year, I was presented the opportunity to be
a student mentor for the IDEA program. Not really knowing
all I was about to sign up for, I completed the application and
waited to see what would happen next. What followed was
the opportunity to learn, not just from other student leaders,
but from first-year students, faculty, and staff alike. To this
day, I still hold the distinct memory of walking through those
crowded, paper-filled hallways, listening to students exclaim
their ideas as they scribbled away on sticky notes. Their ability
to collaborate with strangers, motivate each other, and engage
has stuck with me through the years.
As my final year began here at Bryant, this mentorship role
matured into an opportunity to serve on the IDEA leadership
team. It is here that I became a part of a close-knit team,
working alongside Bryant faculty and staff. The relationships I
created through this program will last beyond my four years. I
found role models, problem-solvers, creativity, and friendships
that would not exist outside of this experience.
Looking back on all four years, these are just a few of the
many opportunities that Bryant affords its students. With each
year came new chances, new people, and new lessons to learn.
I will be forever grateful for all the people that have crossed my
path here at Bryant and all they have taught me. As I turn the
page to the next chapter of my life, I will carry each of these
lessons with me.
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Keerthana Balakrishnan
do not think my freshman self knew the impact she would
make on my academic journey. She took time outside of class
to work with me and I discovered what I loved to learn. Now
in my senior year, I am working on a directed study with her
researching legal policies for genocide in developing countries
and the results of ethnic separatism. I now have the opportunity
to present our findings at the New England Political Science
Association conference in April 2021.
The opportunities to succeed at Bryant are endless. My
Bryant journey made me the person I am today and has led me
on a path to success. Every bulldog has their own story, and
this was mine. I am grateful for the people I have met and the
classes I have taken. Bryant is here to support your dreams.
The faculty, the students, the professor make the bulldog
community what it is today. The people on this campus make
the experience worth it and I would not have spent my 4 years
anywhere else.

My Bryant experience is nothing less than extraordinary. There
was always something new to do and challenges to learn from. I
met people that shaped my view and helped transform me into the
person I am today. Starting my freshman year, I was eager to get
involved and I decided to apply to become a Student Ambassador. I
remembered my first Bryant tour and one of the Admitted Students
Days I attended. The students I met during those events were the
reason why I decided to come to Bryant. I fell in love with the
campus and the people were so supportive. I wanted to help others
with this same transition. While being a Student Ambassador, I was
able to assist at Open Houses and give tours to prospective students.
This allowed me to meet new people and tell them about my love
for Bryant. This involvement only made me realize one big thing,
I loved to help people no matter the circumstances. This led me to
becoming an Orientation Leader for the Class of 2021 and a Resident
Assistant for a freshman hall the fall semester of my sophomore
year. I connected with my residents to help make this university a
better place. Going into my junior year, I wanted to connect with
students on a different level, so I became an Admission Fellow.
Throughout these endeavors, I learned that one of the best parts of
the Bryant community, we are always learning from each other and
supporting each other’s goals. This always pushed me to the next
level either in my personal life or even academically.
The leadership opportunities were not the only thing that
shaped me into the person I am today, so did my professors and
them helping me discover my passion. When I arrived at Bryant
in the fall of 2016, I felt something I had not really felt before. It
was a feeling of support from the faculty, staff, and students. My
first politics class was Global Politics with Dr. Nicole Freiner. I
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Helmuth Iraheta

Class of
2020

Just like that, the most important four years of my life has come
to an end in the blink of an eye. As I reflect on my time at Bryant, I
can’t help but notice how much the institution has helped me grow
as a person. It introduced me to many people that I now consider
family while also providing a safe environment for me to learn in.
Prior to coming to Bryant, I wasn’t really sure what I wanted to do
for a career path. As a bilingual, I knew I should indulge in a path
where I can use my knowledge of two languages in my advantage.
Once I learned about Bryant’s International Business Program
and all the great opportunities it presents, I knew this would be
an institution I would be interested pursuing. After visiting the
campus and getting an understanding of the environment I knew
this was the place I wanted to call home for the next four years.
What attracted me to Bryant was its International Business
Program and how challenging the program was. From the
beginning we were informed about the various statistics pertaining
to students eventually changing majors or dropping out. It was
known to be a rigorous and demanding program and I wanted all
the smoke. Hundreds of group projects and countless hours staying
up in the AIC, I am honored to say that I am an IB grad. The program
taught me how to effectively communicate and operate in a team
setting while also tremendously improving my public speaking.
Whether I was in Smithfield, Rhode Island or Salamanca, Spain I
was always surrounded by colleagues who were eager to learn while
also helping others learn. IB created a bond between our professors
and students that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
In addition to Bryant’s amazing academics, it gave me an
opportunity to partake in several extracurricular activities that
also have helped me grow. Through my participation in the Bryant
University Spanish Cultural Organization (BUSCO), I had the
opportunity to take on the leadership position of President. This
organization was vital due to the fact that it gave me an opportunity
and setting to emerge students within the Latin American culture
and inform them about current news. Through my participation in
the Sigma Chi Fraternity, I had the opportunity to become part of
a brotherhood that valued similar morals and ideals to mine. I take
pride in associating myself with groups of men who positively want
to impact the world. In my four years, our Bryant chapter managed
to raise over seventy thousand dollars in cancer research.
I am very grateful that my parents allowed me the opportunity
to attend such a great school like Bryant. I made friendships and
memories that will last me a lifetime. I look forward to using
everything I learned in my past four years and applying it to my
everyday life. I also look forward to coming back and visiting the
place I once called home.
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Kacie Galligan
Sometimes life can feel so cinematic. My three-year
experience at Bryant University has been filled with growth,
change, challenges and connections. Yes, I said three years. My
name is Kacie Galligan and I am a three-year graduate. I majored
in Team and Project Management and minored in Political
Science.
I entered Bryant as a freshman in 2017. When I stepped
into the advising office to make my schedule for what I thought
was the spring term of freshman year I realized that Bryant had
accepted all the college credits I had earned during my time in
high school. So, I was actually building a schedule for a secondsemester sophomore. At this time I was presented with a choice:
maintain a normal course load and graduate an entire year early
or only have a few classes a semester and graduate in 2021.
I made the choice to dive in fully and become apart of the
class of 2020. I don’t know what my life would look like had I
done things differently but as I look back today I am more than
happy with my choice. When I made this decision I knew I had
less time than most students to make an impact. I made it my
priority to make the most out of the next three years as possible
and spend as much time on campus as I could. In the class of
2020, I have made great friends not only with students but with
faculty, staff, and members of the community.
I got involved. In my Management 200 course, I
completed a semester-long service project for the nonprofit arts
organization WaterFire Providence. This was the beginning of
many relationships I will never forget. This was my first group
project on campus, anyone from Bryant reading this knows
this experience was one of many group projects. However, this
group was different. The students I completed the work with went
from just peers to life long friends and my professor went from a
teacher to becoming a mentor and friend. I enjoyed this work with
WaterFire so much that I decided to go back for more and become
their Volunteer Management and Event Engagement intern for
the summer of 2019. This experience allowed me to exercise my
passions for creativity and the arts, help others, and better the
city of Providence. I received academic credit and a fellowship
award for this internship thanks to the help of my friends in the
Amica Center for Career Education. That summer was one of the
most eventful times in my life and I learned a lot. I learned who
I really am, how I like to work, what I am great at, not so good
at, and what type of work I want to do for the rest of my life and
how I am going to use my education to make that happen. I thank
Bryant and my professors for pushing me out of my comfort zone
and connecting me to companies and organizations.
What was really the highlight of my career was being a member
of the executive board of the Bryant University Sales Team. The
Bryant University Sales team taught me and the importance of
being a good teammate and showed me that if you work hard
you can play hard. I had the opportunity to travel around the
country and compete in collegiate sales competitions. I received
first place in round one of the role-play case competitions and
was an overall quarterfinalist against 600 competitors at the
2019 International Collegiate Sales Competition in Florida. I was
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a finalist in Speed Sell Competition in the Spring 2019 National
Collegiate Sales Competition in Georgia competing against more
than 75 universities’ best sales talent. The Bryant Sales Team also
hosted competitions right on campus. I was a semifinalist in the
Spring 2019 Bryant University Individual Sales Competition.
I was also a student volunteer at these competitions helping to
host over 400 traveling competitors and 25 company sponsors at
Bryant University. My favorite part of these competitions was the
memories made and lessons learned. I will never forget standing in
front of cinderella castle with my team shouting “ We just finished
ICSC, now we’re going to Disney” after a weekend of competing. I
hope to never forget how to pack my suit and blazers in a way that
leaves it wrinkle-free after lugging it through airports.
My timeline at Bryant started out short and was cut even
shorter in its final semester, but I am grateful for every moment
of it. It was a privilege to have lived through a time where every
day I got to wake up looking forward to the work I had or people I
would get to see. Some moments at Bryant were so good that I felt
like I was living in a movie. Even better it was my own movie and
Bryant encouraged me to keep writing the script. I would like to
give closing credits to every professor I ever had, the class of 2020,
and Bryant as a whole. Thank you for everything.

Class of
2020
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Which Bryant Community Member Made
A Meaningful Impact On You?
Bob Jones, my boss and mentor, has provided me with continuous
professional advise that has opened endless opportunities for me the
last four years. I’m grateful to have had the pleasure of learning from
him and being a part of his vision to enhance Bryant’s rankings.
- Brooke Merchant
Dr. Kevin Martins was the first person to reach out to me and introduce
me to the CDI. He made me feel welcomed on Bryant’s campus and opened
my eyes to so many great books and ideas. I will forever be grateful to him
for widening my perspective and making me grow as an individual.
- Nicole Kim
Professor Freiner. Her classes have inspired and motivated me
significantly. - Jacquelyn Amaral
My first professor at Bryant was Mary Anne Clarke and four
years later I can still say she is one of my absolute favorites. I had the
opportunity to take two classes with her my freshman year - she shaped
me into a better writer and a more engaged student in the classroom.
She made me feel comfortable asking questions and speaking my mind
despite being one of the only girls in each of the courses AND being one
of the youngest students! - Jenna Bonasoni
Eileen Kwesgia because she taught me how to be successful in the
class room and guided me through the internship process and acted as
my advisor for the internship. - John Elcock
Dr. Sousa. During my Senior year first semester he took me on in a
Practicum and mentored me on personal Leadership and proper ways
to better yourself. - Michael Lavallee

Professor Kennedy because she taught me so much in the classes I
had with her and she helped challenge me and help me realize that I
needed to work harder if I was to achieve the goals I set for myself.
- Payton Kim
Since day 1 at the Accepted Student Ceremony, President Ronald
Machtley impressed me with his strong leadership, commitment to
service, long term vision and passion for Bryant. - Pedro Gamundi
I will forever be grateful for Professor Stefanie Boyer for all that she
has done for me and all other members of the Sales Program. Without
her, I would not have travelled to compete in national sales competitions
or complete my senior honors thesis. She is an amazing mentor and role
model! P.S. She is the only professor at Bryant that I have taken for
three different courses. -Nyatasha Jackowicz
Mark, who works to help keep Fisher clean. Great man, truly humble,
and always a pleasure to talk to. - Christian Lucero
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Professor Keith Murray, He is the type of professor that has his
students best interest at heart He is a professor that truly enjoys
teaching and getting to know his student. I enjoyed talking to Professor
Murray inside and outside the classroom, discussing everything from
travel to career paths, he made sure that you were being listened to and
wanted to help you reach your goal no matter what it was. I just wish
I able to take more classes with Professor Murray. - Olivia Dowgiewicz
Professor Peter Nigro has not only pushed me to be a better student
in the classroom but to apply my knowledge to the workforce. He
is a dedicated teacher, who has not only created a solid foundation
of education but continues to work with me in search of a career in
banking. - Jennifer Andrea
The Bryant Community is undoubtably nothing short of amazing
and full of many inspiring individuals. This community is full of
endless opportunity, unmatched potential, challenging but fulfilling
academics, and friends and classmates who turn into family. The
Bryant Community is truly one of a kind, and because of that I can’t
imagine spending these last four years anywhere else! I am eternally
grateful for everything that Bryant has given me because it shaped me
into the person I am today. - Samantha Iacone
Flo St. Jean: she was my advisor for The Bottom Line and she has
supported me so much in my development as a student and musician.
- Janna Blackstone
Kerri Forbes has made all of the student veterans and ROTC cadets
lives easier. There is countless instances of her going above and beyond
what is asked of her. - Said Eljadidi
Liz Canesi made an incredibly memorable impact on me. She treated
all the HR student workers with such kindness and patience. She always
offered support and the best life advice. She always had meaningful tasks
for us that made us feel like we were offering a valuable contribution to
the office. She has the sweetest heart, and I’ll miss working with her very
much! - Paige Derlinga

Professor Robert Massoud has made a meaningful impact on me
because of his positive energy. I have had him for 3 different classes and he
is always so helpful and light hearted. I have never seen a professor who
want his students to succeed more than Professor Massoud. He is always
willing to go the extra mile to get all the resources that any student might
need. He inspires me to be a better person and a better student.
- Caitlin McCosh
Rosie Downey, for her passion and dedication to Rugby, and always
making us the best that we could be, and being there on and off the
field. She’s the person I would trust no matter what happens.
-Catherine Cotton
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What’s Your Favorite Spot On Campus?
The AIC was the best spot on campus for getting project done, late night studying, and
even catching up with friends. - Gina Tarantino

My favorite spot on campus is definitely the AIC - specifically the front desk! I had the
chance to work on the Admissions Visit Team my senior year and we work out of the
AIC front desk. I loved how many of my friends would hang out there, and how many
new people I would meet, just during my shift. I also love the l’Artisan Cafe in the AIC
and will miss Elizabeth so much! - Jenna Bonasoni

My favorite place on campus was the strength and conditioning center because it
was a new learning experience for me. Its wonderful that Bryant invests in their club
sport athletes as much as their D1 athletes by allowing us to use the training facilities
to develop physically and improve our game. - Nyatasha Jackowicz
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The Alumni Walk because
we march through
during Convocation and
Commencement; I like how we
get to go full circle!
- Payton Kim

Sitting out by the pond on a beautiful day!
- Natalie Terranova

The Roto is my favorite spot on campus. It is the perfect spot to hang out in between classes or after class to
grab a coffee and catch up with friends.
- Madison Gilbride
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Lauren Abbott

Eric Aiken

Christopher Albino

Jonathan Allen

Jacquelyn Amaral

Jack Amato

Ishaan Anand

Jennifer Andrea

Meaghan Angers

Alexis Arsenis

Kaitlin Aucoin

Veealin Ayer

Scott Bagley

Scott Bailey

Keerthana Balakrishnan

Sarah Baptista
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Caitlin Barkan

Cheyenne Barre

Anthony Barrile

Kayla Bauerlein

Matthew Bedigian

Thomas Behr

Tiffany Bell

Christopher Belman

Claudia Belmonte

John Belval

Gabrielle Bergeron

Steven Berman

Hayley Berry

Austin Bertrand

Michelle Bessette

Caroline Bielaszka
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Janna Blackstone

Nicholas Blonder

Jenna Bonasoni

Aaron Bonsu

Allison Bradley

Nicole Breindel

Anna Brodeur

Makenna Brooks

Daniel Brown

Robert Brown

Brianna Bruny

Justin Bruzzese

Jacob Buonaiuto

Samuel Burbank

Erica Burke

Dylan Burns
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James Burris

Breann Campise

Brian Camp

Mitchell Canzano

Jeffrey Capece

Sean Cappellini

Abigail Cassada

Arnold Castillo

Trevor Caswell

Matthew Catalano

Brian Cavanaugh

Sofia Cellucci

Bianca Cerbo

Steven Chakonis

Brian Chant

Prescilla Chedid
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James Ciliento

Ariana Ciunci

Jacob Clark

Benjamin Cleary

John Coco

Nicole Coluccio

Matthew Colville

Gabrielle Constanzo

Jonathan Cooper

Catherine Cotton

Steven Couroupacis

Hannah Couture

Gabriel Cruz

Daniella Curcio

Kyra Danish

Nicole Davis
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Cole DeFreitas

Joseph Derba

Paige Derlinga

Isabella DeSilva

Alexander Dieker

Alyssa DiFiore

Andrew DiMattia

James DiMattia

Louis Dion

Christina DiStefano

Alfred Dorbor

Olivia Dowgiewicz

Kavan Drake

Alex Drezek

Liam Driscoll

Yuvraj Duggal
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Mark Dyer

Thomas Edwards

Maximus Egermayer

John Elcock

Said Eljadidi

Jonathan Elkas

Lloyd Ellison

Abigail Enck

Nash Eppard

Gabrielle Ermish

Brendan Fagan

Andrew Faggio

Alexander Farrah

Christopher Ferraro

Alexander Figueiredo

Kayleigh Figueiredo
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Dylan Finn

Brandon Flamand

Angela Fortes

Cameron Fowler

Zachary Frank

Connor Frauendorf

Daniel Gagne

Joseph Gagnon

Kacie Galligan

Theresa Galli

Pedro Gamundi

Matthew Garrison

Michael Garvey

Amara Gatto

William Gentile

Samantha Giardina
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Spencer Giglio

Madison Gilbride

George Gill

Jared Giorgio

James Giumetti

Ryan Glander

Aleks Golemanov

Andres Gomez

Jack Gordon

Jeffrey Gorman

Sydney Gorski

Austin Gosetti

Darnell Grant

Marissa Grasso

Olivia Greene

Noah Green
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Lauren Gregoire

Madison Hahnen

Isabel Hamilton

Maxwell Harrigan

Bryan Hart

Jessica Hayward

Stephen Henshaw

Brian Heston

Cole Hollis

Sawyer Horan

Huiyi Huang

Alexander Hugh

Jordan Huntoon

Colin Hurley

Samantha Iacone

Joseph Iamele
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Remember When...
Freshman Year
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Everyone was obsessed with Harambe for a whole month
You had an entirely different friend group than you do now
Not making eye-contact with the RA’s when walking home every Friday and Saturday night
Communal bathrooms...enough said
We sat on our friend’s roommates bed because we didn’t have anywhere to hang out
When half of campus walked around with golf clubs because they were afraid of clown attacks
GFOB made you understand why Britney shaved her head in 2008
Broccoli was the best song until D.R.A.M. showed us how he really felt
The scariest thing you could do was ride the RIPTA
The Pats won and we stormed the pond

Sophomore Year
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

36

Separation anxiety from Laurie Hazard
Suddenly toilet paper wasn’t free
We had the most infamous Festival of Lights #RIPTupper
Free laundry meant you could actually afford the AIC cafe
Everyone wanted to steal Baby Tupper because he was so cute
Instagram crashed because it couldn’t handle our SIE pics
We realized that somehow GFOB is not the worst business core class #accounting #management
Some of us realized that LinkedIn wasn’t just a joke, and the rest of us didn’t get internships
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Kelly Emerson & Tobias August

Class of
2020

Junior Year
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

People abroad had fomo from Bryant and people at Bryant had fomo from abroad
Most of us took Around the World seriously and actually went abroad
LL Bean’s stock skyrocketed because it rained every Tuesday
Megabed became a common term
Lincoln Chipotle opened up and had us feeling like we were betraying our family
Fins became popular again and challenged fake ID’s everywhere
Our freshman year home flooded during finals week but we made it onto Barstool so it was okay

Senior Year
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Big Dawg announced it would be his senior year too :’(
The great Thursday night war of Fins vs. Beav began
Walking to the AIC had us feeling like we went to a state school
Spring Break got extended by two weeks...then two months
We transferred to Zoom University
The crashing economy wrecking our job placements
We were forced to spend senior week with our family rather than our friends
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Helmuth Iraheta

Lauren Italia

Galip Jabban

Nyatasha Jackowicz

Thaina Jean-Louis

Emil Jimenez

Nicole Johnston

Stephen Jones

Caroline Judge

Richard Junquera

Sami Kafal

Zachary Kalivas

Justin Kannally

Nicholas Kaplan

Zaharias Karantonakis

Emily Katz
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Jacqueline Kazanjian

Dana Kazarian

Ryan Kearney

Erin Kelly

Emily Keyes

Krishen Khurana

Mary Killoran

Nicole Kim

Payton Kim

Ford Klier

Anthony Kolodziejczyk

Jacob Kotch

Ashton Kozlowski

Nathan Kriplin

Cameron Labadie

Allison Lambert
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Jenna Lamborghini

Avery Lamphere

Sean Lampron

Emma Laudano

Michael LaVallee

Mateo Laverde

Alexander Lavigne

Shaun Lavoie

Angelina Leandres

Gabrielle Leitgeb

Vanessa Leone

Jamie Levenson

Sydney Levine

Tyler Lewis

Yvonne Lewis

Yongjie Lian
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Hyungue Lim

Brittney Longo

Lauren Lo

Christian Lucero

Clare Luttrell

Kelsie Lydon

Riley Lynch

Shea Mahan

Liam Mahler

Matthew Mancini

Briana Marcosson

Kyle Marek

Vincent Margulies

Salvatore Marino

Ada Marshall-Morrison

Kristen Martone
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Connor Masterson

Bianca Mastropietro

Jaclyn Maziarz

Juliana McCabe

Allyson McCorison

Caitlin McCosh

Owen McCoubrey

Gregory McDowell

Kyle McGraw

Theresa McGrory

Meghan McKillop

Taylor McKinley

Brianna McKinstry

Caitlyn McNaughton

Daniel Menack

Chen Meng
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Brooke Merchant

Helaina Michaud

Madeline Miranda

Shannon Mitchell

Amir Mohieldin

Jack Molito

Carlos Morales

Cameron Morenzi

Vito Morgese

Samuel Moscowitz

Samuel Moscowitz

Alexander Mrusek

Gregory Mumma

Sheila Murage

Mikayla Murphy

Molly Murphy
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Aidan Murray

Kevin Murtha

Timothy Nagle

Nicholas Narducci

Shadhi Nekoie

Shadhi Nekoie

Eva Nesline

Katelyn Nicholson

Danielle Nikosey

Mikayla Nogueira

Colton Nothe

Joshua Nunes

Emily Nunez

Michael O’Brien

Shannon O’Connor

Tyler Oakes
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Lydia Paglierani

Hayden Panagos

Thomas Pappas

Nicholas Parent

Jay Paxson

Jonathan Perella

Gian Perrotta

Justin Pezza

Daniel Plumeri

Marianna Politis

Nicholas Poli

Eulogio Portugal

Alexandria Rabassa

Jenna Rasmussen

Victor Rey

Alexander Romano
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Cassidy Root

Abbie Ross

Gavin Rowley

Samuel Roy

Taylor Roy

Mackenzie Russell

Marisa Russo

Matthew Ryan

Eric Sacchetti

Ethan Sainsbury

Samantha Sainvil

Abigail Sannizzaro

Elizabeth Saravara

Guy Sarubbi

Kyle Scafariello

William Schenker
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Benjamin Schmitt

Kathryn Schrade

Alaina Scifo

Luciano Sclafani III

Ashlyn Sehgal

Alexandra Sherman

Jayla Silva

Thor Silva

Alison Simboski

Alec Simonovitch

Stephanie Souza

Amy Sparaco

Arianna Spooner

Matthew Stafford

Mikaela Storozuk

Peter Stratton
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Emilia Strazdis

Bryan Stroh

Colby Sturgis

Jake Sullivan

Elizabeth Surabian

Margarita Suvorov

Sloane Sweitzer

Constance Tang

Jia Yi Tan

Gina Tarantino

Steven Tasho

Jessica Taylor

Moana Tellbuescher

Natalie Terranova

Daniel Tetreault

Jax Theriault
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Zackery Thomas

Diana Thu

Alexander Trombetta

Arthur Tzouvelis

Arnav Vaid

Nicholas Vencile

Chelsea Villavicencio

Peter Vise

Kyle Walker

Daniel Wallentin

Bailly Walunas

Freya Ward

Andrew Warfield

Derek Westhaver

Cheleise Williams-Reid

Mario Wilson
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Elena Wood

Connor Worthing

Christopher Wrenn

Cate Wyman

William Wysocki

Christian Yepes

Hong Ye

Russell York

Xie Yuelin

Kai Lou Yue

Nathan Zaslow

Jiahao Zhang

Minghui Zhu

Andrew Zilonis

Nicole Zukowski
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Class of
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by Jennifer Andrea

by Catherine Cotton

by Caitlin McCosh
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Seniors Not Pictured

52

Brett Abilheira-Cargill
Oluwaseyi Adelekan
Domenica Alcala
James Aldred
Jonathan Alegria
John Alicandro
Caitlynn Almy
Mathew Amaral
Devyn Analoro
Raymond Anastasio
Mitchell Anderson
Matthew Antonino
Sabina Aouad
William Appleton
Guido Argentini
Stephen Arias
Jake Armstrong
Jacob Aronson
Amber Ascione
Megan Atkins
Tobias August
Victoria Austin
Nicholas Bagley
Tomas Ballester
Eva Ballester
Kayla Ballou
Adam Banspach
William Barber
Sterling Barbosa
Michael Barry
Huseyin Basak
Jacob Bastarache
Andrew Beaudoin
Christopher Benken
Michaela Benoit
Lucero Berdugo
Paul Berthelette
Meagan Bianchi
Keryn Birrell
John Blair
Wyatt Boelens
Cameron Boisvert
Amanda Bolduc
Olivia Boyce
Erin Boynton
Nabil Brache
Eliza Brant
Mark Brayall
Caitlin Breglia
Matthew Broll
Gbatoh Browne
Brandon Bucci
Preston Burbine
Jake Burlingame
Nicolas Butera
Jameson Buttafuoco
Patrick Caldera
Jack Callahan
Cara Callahan
Michael Campbell
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Christopher Canavan
Kayleigh Canavan
Giuseppe Caputo
Donato Caracciolo
Nicholas Caracciolo
Rachel Cardarelli
Juan Carlos Cardenas Morales
Shane Cardi
Alexander Carignan
Taylor Carlone
Fernando Casanova
Larry Cassella
Cem Catirli
Alex Chace
Spencer Chapman
Xinyue Chen
Zhengyan Chen
Jie Chen
Nicole Chmura
Lindsey Choate
Katherine Clark
John Clark
Jose Claudio
Emily Cluck
Samantha Coakley
Hannah Cochran
James Cochrane
Zachary Coffey
Matthew Colgan
Alexandra Condren
Catherine Conroy
Silvestro Conte
Aysecan Coral
Andrew Corrado Jr.
Ricardo Cortez
Ashley Costa
Jason Costa
Dean Costakos
Nicholas Costakos
Paul Coudray
Colin Coute
Janelle Couto
Brendan Cox
Nathan Cullivan
Nicholas Curci
Brendan Curtin
Alexander DaCosta
Julia Danksewicz
Jacob Dantzler-Pouliot
Robert Davis
Turner Davis
Joel Dei
Douglas Demagistris
Nicholas DeMeo
Christopher Demers
Jared Demmons
Charles DeSantis
Sumair Dhawan
Cesar Diaz
Ariana DiBoni

Zachary DiGiaro
Weihang Ding
Matthew Dona
Veronica Duenas
Samuel Dulieu
Matthew Early
Hunter Ebling
Alexander Eby
Justin Elkinson
Kelly Emerson
Cherlene Erauda
Drew Estes
Justin Estrella
Morgan Falso
Laura Feiereisen
Sarah Felkel
Brenden Femiano
Matthew Ferrugiari
Winston Feuerbach
Patrick Flannery
Patrick Foley
Eric Fontaine
Jake Fontes
Christopher Forsberg
Cassidy Forsley
Justin Frechette
Siera Fregosi
Mathias Frei Merino
Lawrence Fritz
Graciela Garcia
Brad Gasdia
Jordan Gauthier
Katherine Gauthier
Joshua Gebing
Matthew Gerard
Sean Gillis
Sashwat Goenka
Mary Bridget Gomes
Joseph Goncalves
James Gong
Juan Gonzalez
Manuel Gonzalez Alvarez
William Gordenstein
Zachary Gordon
Jonathan Gorski
Aleksi Gottlieb
Tyler Gould
Adam Grant
Justin Griffin
Daniel Griswold
Autumn Hale
Kiernan Haley
Kathryn Hall
Zane Hamel-Smith
Bryan Harris
Liam Harris
Kail Hastings
Brian Hawes
Beiyu He
Zhiqin He

Kyle Heffernan
Owen Henderschedt
Connor Henderson
Baileigh Henderson
Emily Heng
Gabriella Henry
Agnes Hicks
Hannah Hobill
Alexis Hoffey
Sydney Holloway
Jiebin Hou
Yeqin Huang
Louis Iglesias
Jack Ipsen
Jake Izzo
Aashi Jain
Avishi Jalan
Qianyi Jiang
Daniel Johnson
Abigail Joncas
Emily Jones
Jacob Jones
Arrington Joyner Corniffe
Benjamin Kane
Songyou Ke
Jake Keenan
Matthew Kerrigan
Zar-Tashiya Khan
Jong Hyun Kim
Alexander Kimmel
Benjamin Knights
Evan Koogler
Paul Koretz
Joshua Kosinski
Jocelyn Koury
McKenzie Kozma
Jared Krueger
David Lackard
Tatyana LaFrance Boyce
Samuel Lahart
Jaiden Lambert
Cichen Lamu
Andrew Laplante
Olivier Larente
Devin Lasher
Sawyer Lea
Kayla Leary
Matthew Lee
Joseph Lembo
Stephanie Lesko
Matthew Letourneau
Benjamin Lewis
Cameron Lewis
Chenyue Li
Zhaoyu Li
Teng Li
Zhuhang Li
Chuqiao Liang
Mingjun Liang
Junxiang Liao

Class of
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Jushen Lin
Caitlyn Linden
Jiawei Ling
Yuemin Liu
James Longley
Kyle Lothrop
Yuhao Lu
Wanyuan Luo
Kyle Lyman
Samuel Lyman
Michael Lynch
Trevor Lyne
Cameron Mackoul
Adeel Mahmood
Conner Mahon
Pratham Malik
Matthew Malvese
Neil Manderson
Alexander Mangione-Smith
Kyle Mann
Remi Manna
Claudia Marranzini Ramos
Luisa Martinez
Hannah Mason
Kelly Masse
Jaden McCarthy
Veronica McCullough
Gerald McDonald
Ryan McDonough
Julia McGovern
Harrison McKinlay
Daniel McManus
Emily McNulty
Marissa Mealey
Paulo Medeiros Frias
Andrew Medros
Justin Mello
Frank Mendelsohn
Kathryn Meon
Alexander Merten
Nathan Mezitt
Brett Miner
Tyler Mitchell
Roujing Mo
Benjamin Mochi
Jeff Moise
Kristina Morrison
Kelly Morrissey
Evan Moseley
Emily Moss
Jay Mudda
Addison Mueller
Michaela Munschy
Matthew Murchison
Anthony Murray
Brian Murray
Nolan Muzyka
Patrick Najarian
Armaan Narang
Alec Naylor

Jesse Nemerowicz
Bethany Nero
Tai Chau Alexander Ng
Alexander Nigro
Robert Nihtila
Leah Nocera
Andrew Nolan
Connor Nolen
Ryan O’Connor
Seokyoung Oh
Erin O’Neil
Ethan O’Neill
Ivan Orellana
Bailey Ortensi
Jorge Ortiz-Garcia
Ian Padial
Brendan Page
Alexander Parent
Lauren Parenteau
Anthony Park
Zachary Parretti
Sydney Pasteris
Dhruv Patodia
Noah Pease
Samuel Peffer
Alexander Pendenza
Zhengye Peng
Michael Pepin
Angelique Perrone
Robert Persechino
Christopher Peterson
Jaret Petruzzelli
Joseph Piccolo
James Picerelli
Justin Picillo
Corinne Poirier
Amanda Pontarelli
Margaret Pressler
Isabel Purdum
Chenzhou Qing
Yucheng Qiu
Mackenzie Quinn
Hunter Quinn
Andrew Quiros
Luke Raicik
Alex Rasmussen
Thomas Reagan
Gwen Ream
Casey Regan
Ava Reisel
Ningchen Ren
Paul Resendes
Haleigh Resnick
Timothy Rhouddou
Marissa Riley
Juan Rivas Alvarez
Laura Roa
Gustavo Rodriguez
Fernando Rodriguez
Maria Rodriguez Macouzet

Madison Rojas
Nikolas Rojek
Justin Rose
Anna Rossi
Jonathan Rosum
Jacob Roy
Michael Rucki
Antonio Ruiz-Pierluisi
Nikolas Sacchitella
Jessica Sackal
Jenna Sadecki
Nicholas Samek
Nicholas Santos
Kristen Saunders
Henry Schubert
Andrew Schultz
Luciano Sclafani
Aidan Serrano
Bryan Seserman
Sanjana Shah
Julia Sheehan
Hannah Sheldon
Hui Shen
Nicholas Sivilli
Francesca Smigliani
Michael Smith
Francesca Solitro
Nicholas Souza
Danielle Sparmer
Anshumat Srivastava
Michelle St. Jean
Benjamin Steen
Andrew Steers-Sullivan
James Stoler
Hunter Stone
Morgan Story
Ryan Strik
Jacklyn Sullivan
Jason Sullivan
Nicholas Sweeney
Chengcheng Tao
Nathaniel Taylor
Andrew Thorson
Branden Tingley
Andrew Tivnan
Sheila Tobin
Matteo Toti
Dylan Toumayan
Sabastian Townes
Michael Troy
Braeden True
Breanna Tulig
Joseph Turchetta
Steven Vaccaro
Zachary Valckenaere
Andrew Veglas
Michael Vescera
Emily Vibert
Zachary Vogel
Francesco Volpi

Gregory Wang
Katerina Watson
Mitchell Wedge
Trevor Weingarten
Erik Weiss
Xin Wen
Courtney Wheeler
Michael Wheeler
Jeremy Wilder
Chad Willett
Ronald Williams
Brianna Wilson
Tomas Wright
Frank Wright Valdez
Zhaoyu Wu
Jian Wu
Zongxi Xie
Yuelin Xie
Haoyi Xing
Zachary Yahne
Junjie Yang
Mitchell Zaniboni
Masey Zegarowski
Weilin Zhang
Shuman Zhang
Tongcheng Zhang
Lingyu Zhang
Yuchen Zhang
Minhao Zhou
Ziyan Zhou
Siyu Zhu
Tyler Zinko
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Nyatasha Jackowicz - Editor-in-Chief Class of
2020

“Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time
we fall.” Confucius’ words could not reflect our college experience
more accurately. The challenges and hardships that we have overcome
during our time at Bryant has taught us how to be resilient during
this unprecedented semester. It has been amazing how our class
has handled the situation with agility and grace. The past four years
have been a whirlwind and its surreal that our college experience
has concluded but I’m grateful that we were able to experience it. As
many of us returned home for our final days at Bryant University, I
could not help reflecting on how Bryant helped me develop into the
person that I am today.
I experienced childhood abuse at a young age before my father
was able to relocate my siblings and me. When I started to look for
the right college for me, I searched for ones that were far enough
away from my family that I could find myself on my own but close
enough that I could return when I wanted to. By leaving home, I was
intimidated to start school in a new state so far way from my family
and support system. After moving in, I quickly adapted to Bryant and
found that college life was not intimidating and rewarding as long as
you focused on opportunities rather than distractions.
Bryant constantly challenged me to figure out how to navigate
through difficult courses, group projects and take on new experiences.
It was difficult to come to Bryant and not get involved. The culture
here encouraged us to jump into clubs and organizations across many
disciplines and my involvement in multiple organizations taught me
how to be resilient, outgoing and a leader.
Throughout my time at Bryant, I felt as if I was on a rollercoaster
through my academic and social journey. From working at the
university’s post office to the dining office to juggling an honors
thesis and a full course load, my abilities were constantly being tested.
I joined multiple clubs, committees and even a sorority but found that
some of those commitments did not align with my “why”. I learned
that it was ok to change your mind and make mistakes to find what
fulfills you. Sure, you might upset your friends when you decide that
something you have done together isn’t right for you but like Dr.
Seuss said, “Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who
mind don’t matter and those who matter don’t mind.”
My decisions to focus on what I love has led me to have an
amazing collegiate journey. I’ve made friendships that will last a
lifetime and have once in a lifetime experiences that I will cherish for
the rest of my life. From years of effort in Bryant Women’s Ruby, I was
honored to lead the team as captain last year when we made history
by winning USA Rugby’s DII College 7’s 2019 national title. This year
I loved recruiting for the team and welcoming 17 new girls to our
rugger family. Through the sales program, I was grateful to compete
nationally and travel with some of the best sales talent in the country.
As an IDEA mentor, I formed bonds with the underclassmen and
cannot wait to help them throughout their journey here like my
mentors did for me. At the Archway, I was proud to lead the paper
and the committee that put this issue together.
All these accomplishments and opportunities would not have
been possible without the help of amazing members of the Bryant
Community. Their dedication to the students is driven by their
passions and their impact is significant on all our journeys. I wanted
to say thank you to Katie Hughes! Without your help this issue would

not have been possible. Thank you so much for the years of guidance
you have given me on the Archway, and I wish you the best of luck on
the next chapter of your life as you finish your MFA! To my coaches,
Rosana Downey and Ashley Hanson, Bryant Rugby would not be the
team it is today without your strategic plays, intense practices, and
your constant belief in the women on this team. You are both role
models in my life and I hope to make you proud in the future on
the rugby pitch. Also, I would especially like to thank my parents,
Stephen and Norma, because without you I would have never been
able to embark on this chapter of my life. Your advice helped guide
me through my lows and your support made the highlights of this
journey worth it.
Everyone at Bryant has made their mark on the community in
their own unique way. Now it’s time to take all that we have learned
here and apply it to the next chapter of our lives. Eric Roth said it best,
“It’s a funny thing coming home. Nothing changes. Everything looks
the same, feels the same, even smells the same. You realize what’s
changed, is you.” I cannot wait to come home to Bryant and hear
about how well post graduate life is has changed you for the better.
Best of luck and see you all alumni weekend!
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Gabrielle Constanzo - Variety Editor
friends by my side, they truly are some of my most favorite people
in my life. Coming into Senior year, I again was nervous yet excited.
When moving in I sat down and thought back on everything that has
happened in the 3 years prior. There were so many amazing things
like the Patriots winning the Super Bowl 2 out of the 3 years, getting
Tupper II, studying abroad in France, my rugby team becoming DII
7’s National Champions for the first time ever and so much more.
I was worried my Senior year could not top all that, but thankfully
I was wrong. First semester was one of the best semesters yet, my
rugby team was doing amazing, living in a Townhouse with 4 of
my favorite people was a blast and just being a Senior and enjoying
every little thing was so much fun! Coming into second semester I
had high expectations, making the last semester count was the goal.
This was the last time I will be so carefree (besides focusing on all my
schoolwork, of course) so we had to make it count. I would like to say
I made the most of my time at Bryant, I hung out with all my favorite
people, made some incredible memories and had a blast. While I
wish my time here ended differently, I am still thankful for what we
were able to do and all the fun memories. Besides, who else can say
they finished school in the middle of a Pandemic?

Throughout my time here at Bryant, I have made so many
memories and lifelong friendships. Coming into Bryant freshman
year, I was nervous yet excited. Nervous because this was a new
chapter in my life but excited because this chapter was something
completely different than any I have experienced up till that point.
Freshman year was what shaped the next 3 years into what they were.
That year, I joined the rugby team which brought some of the greatest
people into my life. With rugby I was able to find a passion I did not
know existed. Not only did it give me the opportunity to play an
amazing sport, it gave me an opportunity to use my rugby knowledge
and connections throughout my life. Once you are a rugger you will
always be a rugger and for that I am very grateful. As time went on at
Bryant continued was able to meet some incredible friends who I am
lucky enough to call my friends. When I was about to start school my
parents and other adults in my life told me that the friends I make in
college are the ones I will keep for the rest of my life and originally I
rolled my eyes and laughed it off because that seemed so farfetched,
but boy were they right. I cannot imagine not being having my
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Catherine Cotton - Treasurer Class of
2020

When I went down to school for freshmen orientation, by
myself, it was because I told my mom she could come with me. This
was some high school event where she would she other moms she
knew. This was my time to go be an “adult” and try and make friends.
I was nervous. In high school, I was a confident, outgoing student
where I knew everyone in my small-town class. Now, I was going to
university where I knew no one and my outgoing self was beyond
nervous. I could not even remember the last time I had tried to make
friends with someone I had not known since I was seven years old.
After arriving at Bryant, I did the check-in thing, and wandered
around for a little. Everyone needed to be somewhere at a certain
time, and hell if I knew where Bello was. I could probably just follow
someone, which is exactly what I did. I realized I was going to be
late to whatever session was first and I hurried out of the building I
was in, found someone who seemed to be another freshmen, and she
seemed to know which way to go. Walking along the brick alumni
path, with all the trees in bloom around us, the girl I was following
turned around and ask me if I knew where I was going. I admitted
immediately I had been following her to make sure I got to where
I need to be. She said that she had just been heading in the same
direction as me and was not sure where she was going either. We
managed to get to Bello, after we established that the direction we
were going was the right one. This chance encounter ended up being
the most important relationship I made while at Bryant, as she ended
up becoming my best friend.
My relationships at Bryant made my college experience bigger
and brighter than I ever thought Bryant could. After going through
the awkward, terrifying transition freshman year is, I got to live with
my best friends, and they encouraged me to go out and try different
activities, such as rugby or Student Government. I would not be
the same without having these people around me pushing me to
try something I would never think to do myself. I was able to gain
friendships through Student Government, rugby, sorority, and the
cult that is the international business major. These people shaped
me into someone who was not just confident on the outside, which
was what I was in high school. I became a leader on campus and
continued to try and step outside my comfort zone, which all started
with telling my mom I wanted to go by myself.
Everyone talks about community at Bryant, but I think we all
forget that we all experience a different side of it. I knew at least twothirds of the student in my major, which is uncommon, but hugely
necessary. We competed for everything but always had each other’s
back. IB Block would have annihilated me without the combined
brainpower of my whole class. It was a shock to go into senior year
and not see the same 25 people four out of the five days per week.
My sorority experience enabled me to meet women whom I
would have never be able to meet. These women made me see hidden
strengths and struggles, enabled me to understand that it was an
environment where we could express ourselves, and hone the power
and free spirit that is so hard to obtain with men around sometimes.
The rugby community had a different set of standards than the
other communities I was in. All I will say, it made me outgoing and
feel strong, even when I could not tackle someone who was above
5’7”.

As for Student Government. I cannot express how much it meant
to me. I made lasting friendships with my peers, and administration.
I wished I could have stayed a part of it for more than my three years
as a Senator. It was the community that I felt most at home in and
was able to make the most change in. Every community at Bryant is
different, but I do not think my experience would have been the same
without that chance encounter outside Bello. Someone else would
have been my best friend, and I would meet completely different
people and become someone I would not recognize today. Thank you
to Bryant for all my wonderful communities, but especially thank
you to the people that made me who I am today.
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Alex Hugh - Head Copy Editor
These past four years at Bryant have taught me a lot about myself and the world around me. Through good times and the bad I
have learned and grown alongside some of the best friends I could
have asked for. My years at Bryant had many highlights but one
of the best decisions I ever made was to apply for a job working in
the alumni house. Working to solicit donations for the school was
not always the easiest job, but it was something that rewarded me
so much. I met some of my closest friends while working there the
past three years. I will always remember long nights working until
9:00pm that were always made better by the great group of people
I had beside me. We would crack jokes, talk about our lives and
relationships outside of the alumni house, and knew we could turn
to someone there if we were in a time of need.
Some of my fondest memories are the nights coworkers and I
would spend laughing and gossiping together on some great Friday
nights. We would congregate at someone’s townhouse for a homemade meal and a night of games and gossip about work and our personal lives. Working this job brought me another surprise as well,
a hidden talent for sales and a newfound desire to work within the
sales industry one day. As someone who came into college believing I would begin my career in politics, I was surprised to discover
that I enjoyed my on-campus job more than the average person and
it was a career pathway that interested me. I took the sales classes
Bryant offers because of this job, something I would not have done
if I did not find my passion at work. Working at the alumni house
as both a student caller and a student supervisor taught me so much
about myself and my own abilities that I had not yet realized. I will
always be grateful to Bryant for the opportunities presented to me
and for the great memories and skills I have from working the best
first job I could have asked for.
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Alex Dieker - Staff Writer
The weekly interdepartmental meeting is always a drag,
not in the least due to its Friday afternoon scheduling. Everyone
dreads the PowerPoint slides, the monotone listing of financial
figures, the abrupt interjection of that guy from accounting. Oh,
if this meeting could have been a short memo: the liberation
of our co-workers would be fulfilled! Coming to make sense
of it all, awoken from a daydream; The guy from accounting is
being lambasted by the office’s new employee for his failure to
accurately depict return on investment. She’s a Bryant graduate,
of course, and her rigorous take-down of the office annoyance
foments another daydream, one of Bryant University.
In that daydream, many years from now, what will we
recall?
Recalling my friends, I will dwell not just on their hospitality,
genuine curiosity, but on the very meaning of friendship. Our
species is a social species, meaning we not only desire personal
interaction, but require it. If I could fault myself for anything
during my four years in Smithfield, it would be for not accepting
the importance of friendship sooner. But, as to not hesitate on
regret, a special thanks to all of my friends. Whether it was a
few passing hey’s in the halls, a study session driven by jokes
and caffeine, or a night out in Budapest, our interactions mean
the world to me.
Russell, your impeccable insights, willingness to challenge
my assumptions, care for the truth and for others; even
as Freshmen, I believed you were ready-made to face life’s
challenges. Aaron, willing to part with many hours to speak
with me, taking concerns of mine onboard as those of your own;
you are a true friend and continue to inspire. Jay, welcoming me
into your world, forever shaping mine, prompting more laughter
than anyone; What can I say? Two frogs and a goose!
Recalling my classes, I will longingly remember the
professors who inspired me to be more inquisitive, pensive,
and to further my longing for truth in academia. I am proud
to brandish the badge of Bryant, signaling my competence in
business operations like marketing and management. But it is
the classes outside the business realm which truly piqued my
interest.
Dr. Graves, your Anthropology course and our conversations
have forever changed how I view the world; the pursuit of
learning shan’t be done for a grade, but as a part of a lifelong
aspiration to improve oneself. Dr. Ciliberto, your outlook on
academics—while frustrating for an unknowing freshman—is
now an integral part of my life philosophy. Professor Baran,
learning to critique media has applications in my writing and
personal life, a practice I have taken to heart. To all of my
professors who shared their thoughts after or during class, or
who pushed me to stretch my mind with sharp questioning (I’m
thinking of you, Dr. Roberto), thank you. I hope my future, as of
yet undecided, academic pursuits will make you proud.
Recalling the places and moments that shaped me,
much will come to mind. Whether a packed-out party at the
townhouses or a relaxing night in with the “girls’ suite”, my
definition of fun has been refined over four years. The sports
fields where I grew closer to friends and suffered some agonizing
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embarrassments—namely Josh Nunes scoring a goal from midfield
over the outstretched arms of yours truly—offered respite and
lessons. The wonderful AIC, nostalgia-provoking library, and the
Unistructure, which hosted so many study sessions, group meetings,
and hangout opportunities, though the three often overlap. The
Interfaith Center, where the Hillel community welcomed me with
open arms and added a break amidst many a monotonous evening.
To everyone and everywhere, I hope my presence was at the very
least tolerable, my jokes so un-funny that you recall laughing at their
execution.
I will recall all of these people, moments, and locations. Bryant
undoubtedly shaped me into who I am today, and the memories
will remain strong enough to continue to influence my future
decisions. That said, here’s the big question: What was my ROI? I
guess we’ll have to wait for a job offer to answer that one. Levity
aside, calculating the reward for my personal investment is easy: I
gave Bryant four years of hard work. In return I was offered some
phenomenal friendships, academic aspirations, and lessons which
shape the goals I have in life. A fair trade, to say the least.

The Archway 2020 Commencement Issue

u

65

Professor Kevin Gainor - Faculty Contributor
My perspective toward Bryant is very different than most people
as I see the University through three different lenses, all unique with respect to clarity, emotion, personal pride, and satisfaction. The first lens
is one of a Bryant student (‘79) with his entire future in front of him. The
second is as a father of two daughters that graduated from Bryant into
the “real world” with all of the hope and dreams for personal and professional success. The last lens is one of a Bryant professor giving back to the
school that transformed his life and contributed to it in such a meaningful way. To me, going back to Bryant after 40 years in the business world
seemed like a natural and logical thing to do... to mentor, to inspire, and
hopefully, to be one of the people that students remember through their
own personal and professional lens.
Although my lens as a student has clouded over the years, one of
best memories is meeting with Frank Pavao, an admission councilor
at Bryant. Just two years earlier, he rejected my application due to less
than stellar high school grades; however, he selflessly went out of his
way to take a special interest in my application. He turned rejection into
opportunity by mentoring me through the steps I needed to take to be
accepted into Bryant. As a result of his guidance, I had just spent the
last two years at RI Community College (ironically called “REJECT” at
the time) which is now CCRI (Community College of RI). Sitting in the
waiting room, I wondered if the
news would be good or filled
with disappointment but seeing Mr. Pavao’s big smile told
me the entire story. Throughout my time as a student, there
were others that changed and
touched my life. Likewise, I am
sure there are Bryant professors and staff that you will look
back upon as impacting you in
ways you cannot appreciate or
understand today. For me, that
day with Mr. Pavao fundamentally changed the trajectory of
my life.
Through the lens of a father, I viewed Bryant as a learning sanctuary, a safe and nurturing place that would launch two of my
three daughters into adulthood. The campus I attended in ‘79 no longer existed. The bowling alley and Vito’s Barber Shop in the basement
were gone, along with the commuter lockers and swimming pool in the
Unistructure. When Lauren (‘10) graduated, these familiar landmarks
had been replaced with new buildings, additional dorms, and a football
stadium. When Kelsey (’17, MBA ‘19) graduated, the word ‘college’ had
been replaced by “university’, and it had a new Academic Innovation
Center. One thing that had not changed, however, was the ‘high touch’
approach of the faculty and student affairs people at Bryant that helped
shape the trajectory of my daughters’ lives… just as Mr. Pavao shaped
mine. Lauren found her passion for non-profit through her involvement
with Special Olympics at Bryant. Kelsey found her passion for Marketing under the guidance of Becca Erickson as a Bryant Ambassador and
admissions employee.
Students, think back to the nervous excitement you felt as you
waved goodbye to your parents. Although it was time to leave the nest,
you also knew your parents were there if you needed them. They were
your safety net for the next four years… just in case. Parents, do you
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remember waving goodbye to your child with the feeling of accomplishment and pride… then feeling a wash of emotion that screamed, “What
the heck did we just do?”. Now, you and your parents can look back on
the four years that just transpired through your own lenses. The tales of
roommate drama, text messages asking for more spending money, plane
tickets to get home and the stories of spring break parents wished they
never heard are ending. However, a new view to the world is opening
for you as the next journey begins… career, marriage, and children (yes,
parents for you that means grandchildren) will become your future and
your legacy.
The last lens as a Bryant faculty member is much clearer to me. I
have the mission of giving something back to the place that has had such
an impactful effect on my life and my family’s life. After a 40-year career
in Marketing, Business Development, and Sales, coming back feels like
home in many ways. My wife of 40 years is a lecturer in the accounting department, and she was also my girlfriend during my undergraduate experience. Fast forward to three daughters, three additional Bryant degrees and one Brown University School of Medicine degree, two
grandchildren (with one on the way), and two weddings, we both find
ourselves together and back where we started when I walked out of the
Bryant admissions office so long ago, with my girlfriend waiting to hear
the good news. I am a little bit
older, but hopefully wiser and
much richer for having had
valuable life experiences that
include both students and staff
at Bryant University.
Class of 2020, as you end
your undergraduate journey at
Bryant, please maintain your
passion to learn and perseverance to achieve great things…
don’t let rejection crush your
ambitions. Looking to the future, your lens will not always
be clear, but I am confident that
the experiences, independence,
and knowledge you’ve gained
during the last four years will
serve you well. Remember, the Covid-19 setback this semester should
not serve as the cornerstone for your time at Bryant, but rather, it is a
snapshot in time - a learning moment for you as the future leaders of this
globalized society. This experience will also provide a teaching moment
for you when your children make the same academic and life journey.
For those students that I did not have the pleasure to teach, I look
forward to meeting you when you return to campus for Homecoming or
other on-campus events. For my students, thank you for your hard work
and cooperation. Stay safe, stay well, love you guys!
Congratulations!!!
Kevin Gainor
Adjunct Lecturer, Marketing and Management

Joanne Robertson - Staff ContributorClass of
2020

T
o the Class of 2020:
Congratulations on completing this journey that has brought you
to graduation. I’m sure you will agree that the time flew by! Your senior
year has been unique and I’m sure very challenging at times. Always
know that hard work pays off even if you don’t see the results right away.
I’m incredibly proud and so fortunate to have come to know so many of
you.
As an employee of Bryant for the past 12 years, I have had the privilege of being in contact with many of you in my role as the manager of
the Post Office. I have always viewed our department as your personal
connection between home and school. With each card, letter and package, we took great care in making sure they went to the proper recipient.
That can be very challenging especially when one particular year we had
five students with the same name.
Over the years, the role of the university “mailroom” and in our
case, Post Office, has changed significantly. Long gone are the days when
we only handle letters and care packages. Granted they are an important
part of our students’ lives but we’ve shifted to an ecommerce world and
universities across this nation have certainly experienced the change.
We have handled your microwaves, gas grills, mini fridges, tires, exhaust
pipes, car bumpers (yes, really) an 85 lb. winch (that did raise an eyebrow
or two), many 55” televisions, the many textbooks and a list of unusual
items that could go on and on. If you could buy it, we received and processed it through the Post Office. And yes, we know you had the latest

updates on your phone that your item was delivered. We have certainly
come to know many of you frequent shoppers (you know who you are)
as the Post Office became a daily stop in your lives. There are too many
of you to name, but know I will miss seeing you all on a regular basis.
The Post Office was happy to have worked closely with Admissions
in sending out your early communications, view books and any other
correspondences. We looked forward to meeting you and put faces to
the names we saw before you arrived at Bryant. We also worked hand
in hand with Development which was the department that created the
“Survival” kits for parents and family members to purchase to encourage
you and get you through finals. It was our pleasure to be the middle-man
and deliver those packages year after year. Our philosophy was “never
say no” in lending a helping hand. We understood that without you, our
students, we did not have a job or a purpose in being at Bryant.
I knew immediately working at Bryant would include my wanting to immerse myself in the community and I was always grateful for
the opportunities offered to us as staff. Included would be participating in Orientation, the Admissions Scholarship Dinner, and the IDEA
Program which all gave me the ability to talk to you, learn about your
families, chat about where you were from, and often sharing my personal
experience of having my own children as students and alumni of Bryant.
These are some of my best memories.
In 2008, my first year working at Bryant, I volunteered to be a ticket
taker at commencement and, to my surprise, former President George
H. W. Bush was the keynote speaker. I was wide eyed through the Secret
Service process as well as seeing such a significant example of leadership
at our commencement. It’s always a thrill to see so many of our students
dressed and ready to celebrate one of their greatest accomplishments and
to meet so many parents. Year after year, I look forward to this event.
Even though this year’s commencement will be delayed, I am sure it will
be so very special and one of the greatest memories of your life.
Being a manager who hired work study students gave me an opportunity to work with many during their time at Bryant. Being responsible
and dependable while also balancing their time management and their
workload, was I’m sure challenging at times and I understood that they
were students first. Our two senior student workers, Nyatasha Jackowicz and Corinne Poirier, will be truly missed as each brought so much
to our department. I can’t thank you both enough for all you did for
us. Your hard work in being on the Dean’s List, being involved in many
campus activities, and your ability to balance them all out are proof of
your being great examples to the Bryant community. Some of you may
know that I have a love of baking. Often times, I would show my appreciation by baking for my team. It was a welcome part of working at the
Post Office. It is always my hope that the time students spend visiting the
Post Office is one that makes them smile and perhaps brings awareness
of our care and interest in each of them.
As you all go onto your next chapter, always remember that left
behind at Bryant were so many that cared about you, are so incredibly
proud of you and wanted nothing but the best for you. Be strong in
the challenges you face ahead, be positive when things don’t go the way
you’d like, and try to find the things that make you truly happy. Surround yourselves with people that can help you attain your goals. That
is true success! Please be sure to visit when you come to campus in the
years ahead. Congratulations to you and best wishes to wherever life
takes you!
All my best,
Joanne Robertson
Manager, Post Office Operations
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Until We Meet Again...

The Class of 2020 would like to
thank President and Mrs. Machtley
for everything they have done for
us for the past four years. We are
honored that you chose to graduate
with us!
68

u

Farewell President and Mrs. Machtley

The Archway 2020 Commencement Issue

u

69

Farewell, President and Mrs. Machtley!
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Kati Machtley

When we moved into Bryant on the Friday of Labor Day weekend
in 1996, it was Move-In Day for the Class of 2000. The news was filled
with weather alerts about Hurricane Eduardo, which was supposed to
hit Rhode Island that night. Our son, Todd, and I were handling the
moving because President Machtley had his hands full welcoming
the new freshman class. Many of the good people from the facilities
staff helped us carry in boxes that day — after being fully engaged in
freshman move-in duties since early morning. About 5 p.m., I learned
that we would be spending the night in the gym with the freshmen
because the hurricane was coming. President Machtley was concerned
about trees blowing down and did not want to take a chance of anyone
being hurt.
My son and I gathered up our dog, Sandy, along with pillows, and
sleeping bags, and headed up to the gym, where the freshmen were
settling in with their blankets and pillows after saying goodbye to their
families. Pizza was delivered for dinner and we all watched movies.
Todd and I stayed until about 11 p.m., but President Machtley and
the freshmen spent the night in the gym. Bryant was spared from the
hurricane. Although it wasn’t the ideal start to freshman year, it turned
out to be a great way for all of us to meet so many new people on our
first night at Bryant!
Being at Bryant was an easy transition for me. As a nursing faculty
member at three universities, I loved being with college students, faculty,
and staff and having the privilege to witness the power of education, and
how it changes lives. At Bryant, everyone was so welcoming and made
us feel right at home. I quickly became immersed in life on the campus.
Some new initiatives began in 1996. We met with our Bryant
chaplain and a trustee to discuss creating an Interfaith Prayer
Breakfast modeled after the National Prayer Breakfast in Washington,
D.C. February of 1997 marked the beginning of that tradition with
the first Interfaith Prayer Breakfast which included a guest speaker,
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and performances by the Bryant singers. Various local churches and
synagogues, clergy, and elected officials joined us as attendance grew
each year to about 175 participants. The 24 Interfaith Prayer Breakfast
on February 20, 2020 continued this tradition of an uplifting hour
of prayer, music, readings from students, and a spiritual message for
community guests as well as Bryant faculty, staff, and students.
Planning for the first Women’s Summit also began in the fall of
1996. This new initiative, the first of its kind in the state, was created to
attract more women to Bryant and to introduce them to opportunities
available to them in business. With the help of four hardworking cochairs and a volunteer committee, the first Women’s Summit was held
in September 1997, attracting 350 women and some men. Over the
past 23 years, the Women’s Summit has grown, welcoming more than
1,000 women and some men each year to a daylong event that promotes
professional, personal, and financial empowerment for women. As the
campus grew, the Women’s Summit grew and expanded into inspiring
new spaces, and as the world changed, the session topics changed with
it. I am grateful for the full support of the loyal Women’s Summit cochairs, the dedicated committee, hardworking volunteers, faculty, staff,
and students for 23 years.
From the start of our 24 years at Bryant, great memories were
made, new initiatives were launched, new buildings were opened, and
wonderful friendships were strengthened. We will always remember
those things as we leave Bryant this summer. We have loved our
students, and have marveled at their accomplishments in the classroom,
in student activities, and in athletic competitions.
We’ve always been amazed at the transformation of students
who begin as awkward freshmen and graduate as smart, focused, and
confident young adults with a plan for their lives and excellent skills to
put that plan into action. I have seen the start of that transformation
in the freshmen GFOB (Global Foundations of Business) presentations
and exhibits and when I judge the IDEA (Innovation and Design
Experience for All) program projects. It continues sophomore year
when Management 200 students create new and innovative ideas to help
nonprofits better serve their clients. Junior-year internships immerse
our students into dynamic real-world experiences. And, we celebrate
as your senior year culminates with you ringing the Amica Center for
Career Education bell to announce that you have been hired by the
company of your choice.
Our almost 25-year tenure at Bryant that started with Hurricane
Eduardo will now conclude with our community — and the world —
facing the COVID 19 pandemic. Outside, the campus is coming into full
bloom, signaling the time of year we celebrate the accomplishments of
our seniors with year-end presentations, events, and dinners for student
activities and athletic teams. This year is very different and we so miss
sharing all of these wonderful experiences with you as we all take the
necessary precautions to keep us all safe.
Congratulations to the class of 2020! We are so proud of you, and
all of your accomplishments, but most of all we are proud of the people
you have become. You are kind, considerate, well mannered, respectful
of others, and well educated. You have endured some challenges you
thought were insurmountable, but you showed the grit needed to
persevere and have come out on top. These traits demonstrate the
character of success you will bring to your professional and personal
lives. As we graduate with you, we become members the class of 2020,
and wish you the very best as you go through life.
Warm wishes,

Kati Machtley
Director, the Women’s Summit

2020 Commencement Award Recipients

Class of
2020

Award

2020 Recipient

The Achievement in Creative Expression Award:
The Anna M. & Jere St. Angelo ‘61 Accounting Award (1):
The Anna M. & Jere St. Angelo ‘61 Accounting Award (2):
The Bryant University Good Citizenship Award:
The Bryant University Scholar Award:
The Communication Department Award:
The Delta Sigma Pi Scholarship Key:
The Environmental Science Leadership Award:
The Excellence in Biology Award:
The Excellence in Data Science Award
The Excellence in Economics Award:
The Excellence in Information Systems Award
The Excellence in Marketing Award:
The Excellence in Psychology Award:
The Female Senior Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award:
The George J. Kelley Award:
The George M. Parks Award:

Joseph Piccolo
James Aldred
Angelina Leandres
Emily Nunez
Kai-Lou Yue
Meghan Angers
James Aldred
Angela Fortes
Abigail Enck
Jeff Moise
Hyungue Lim
Samantha Coakley
Jocelyn Koury
Janna Blackstone
Jacklyn Sullivan
James Aldred
Keerthana
Balakrishnan
Thomas Pappas
Stephen Jones
Anna Brodeur
Wyatt Boelens
Constance Tang
McKenzie Kozma
Natalie Terranova
Tomas Ballester
Ashley Costa
Matthew Stafford
Jenna Sadecki
Molly Murphy

Global Studies Award:
The Jack H. Rubens Leadership in Finance Award:
The Jack H. Rubens Leadership in Financial Services Award:
The Jeremiah Clark Barber Award:
The John Hancock Insurance Company Award (1):
The John Hancock Insurance Company Award (2):
The Leander Francis Emin Endowed Homestead Award:
Legal Studies Award:
The Literary and Cultural Studies Award:
The Male Senior Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award:
The Modern Languages Department Award:
The NEHRA - Management Department Commencement Award
for Excellence in Human Resources Management (1):
The NEHRA - Management Department Commencement Award
for Excellence in Human Resources Management (2):
The NEHRA - Management Department Commencement Award
for Excellence in Human Resources Management (3):

Abby Sannizzarro
Nicole Davis
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2020 Commencement Award Recipients (cont’d)
The Pell Medal for United States History Award:
Political Science Award:
The President’s List Sash:
The Reserve Officers’ Training Corps Achievement Award:
The Rhode Island Society of Certified Public Accountants
Award:
The Roger W. Babson Award:
The SAS Institute Award (1):
The SAS Institute Award (2):
Sociology Award:
Student Charge
The Student Senate Service Award (1):
The Student Senate Service Award (2):
The Student Senate Service Award (3):
The Student Senate Service Award (4):
The Student Senate Service Award (5):
The Student Senate Service Award (6):
The Student Senate Service Award (7):
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Senior Awards

Connor Henderson
Aaron Bonsu
James Aldred
Said Eljadidi
Keryn Birrell
Eric Aiken
Hyungue Lim
Jacklyn Sullivan
Briana Marcosson
Mikayla Nogueira
Angelina Leandres
Corinne Poirier
Gabrielle Leitgeb
Gian Perrotta
Jessica Taylor
Nicholas Caracciolo
Kyle Scafariello

The Senior Class Gift

Class of
2020

The Class of 2020 has taken the Bryant experience to unprecedented levels. Our Class should take pride in their achievements,
academically, athletically, and personally, over the past four years, and especially now in the face of extreme adversity. Bryant has
allowed us to grow into confident graduates, ready to take on any challenge presented to us.
The Class of 2020 will pay-it-forward through its Senior Class Gift of an endowed scholarship, presented to a new student who
displays exceptional leadership within the Bryant Community. Reflecting on the skills we have gained from Bryant, we found that
there is no substitute for strong leadership. With this scholarship, we will ensure that students can learn to engage and lead their
communities with less worry of financial barriers.
Those who came before us have helped in guiding our paths to success; now as soon-to-be alumni, we feel the responsibility of
helping those who follow us. Last year, 71 percent of the Class of 2019 participated in giving to their Senior Class Gift. The Class
of 2020 was well on its way to exceed that with a goal of 72 percent participation. Although we may not beat that record, our Class
has truly left its mark on Bryant history.
In order to break new ground in Bryant Senior Giving, the Senior Class Committee strategically planned events throughout the
year for the Class of 2020. We kicked off the year with a Bryant Giving Day and free food trucks, and the annual Duck Race in
the Bryant pond, followed by a celebration of 100 days until graduation in the Rotunda. We have found creative ways to virtually
celebrate the seniors, and congratulate them on all their achievements.
We would like to thank our Senior Class Committee Members for their hard work in planning such wonderful events. Keerthana
Balakrishnan, Nyatasha Jackowicz, Briana Marcosson, and Allison Bradley– your insightful vision and thoughtfulness made our
Senior year exceptional.
In addition, we would like to extend our gratitude to our advisors, Jess Raffaele and Julia McLaughlin. Thank you for putting in so
much of your time and hard work for these events and Senior Class Gift. Your guidance has meant the world to us.
Congratulations to the Class of 2020! It has been an honor to serve as your Senior Class Committee Co-Chairs.
Go Books, Go Bulldogs!
- Abigail Enck, Madison Hahnen, William Schenker, and Jayla Silva
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From the Vice President for Student Affairs
and Dean of Students
Dear Members of the Class of 2020:
Being real, I have really struggled with writing this letter. I
have started it and finished it several times, printed it out,
and trashed it. In my career in higher education, two of my
favorite and rejuvenating events of the college year are new
student orientation/move in and commencement. These
events give me hope for the future of humanity because I see
the possibilities in all the student faces and know the future
is in good hands. Not having that spring moment this year
has been jarring for me and I’m not embarrassed to admit that.
However, my resiliency side kicks in as I know it has for all of
you and we marshal on.
It is in that resiliency in all of you that makes me so proud
and positive about the future. You as the Bryant class of 2020
picked yourselves up, approached online learning with tenacity,
continued to participate in student activities, basically you
adapted with fierce enthusiasm. That experience and approach
are gifts you will have in the rest of your lives and the gift you
have given all of us who remain on campus for the next students
who come. You are resilient, strong, and innovative and as the
class of 2020 will always be known for those qualities. I hope
for you that you take those qualities and build and discover a
life of hope without fear; of love; and of grace.
I also want to take this opportunity to personally thank the
class of 2020. You welcomed me as a newcomer to Bryant from
my first day on campus in August. I will forever be grateful for
that. I so enjoyed our time together when we didn’t have to
social distance, however, I have also enjoyed our zoom time
together as well.
When life has hard moments as it is currently displaying and
will as you go forward, remember the resiliency, strength, and
innovation you displayed in the spring of 2020 and let that give
you hope.
Congratulations Bryant Class of 2020. I will remember you
always for helping us all get through this very difficult spring.
Sincerely,
Inge

Dr. Inge-Lise Ameer
Vice President for Student Affairs & Dean of Students

From the Provost
On behalf of the Office of the Provost and the Academic
Affairs division, I would like to extend a heartfelt
congratulations to the Class of 2020! We have missed seeing
all of you this last semester but are delighted for us all to be
together today to celebrate your success.
You have successfully completed a rigorous program of
study. It has been my pleasure to watch you mature and
develop over the past four years. The Class of 2020 is an
exceptional class, and one that has enjoyed tremendous
academic success.
During your time matriculating at Bryant, you experienced
a campus life that inspires personal growth in a culture
that excites intellectual curiosity and embraces academic
excellence. You are now Bryant ambassadors in the
communities where you live and work and are ideal
representatives of our university’s commitment to academic
quality. You are innovative thinkers impacting the world in
ways unimaginable. Never settle for mediocrity; continue
to embrace greatness. I wish you all much happiness and
success in your future endeavors!
Go Books. Go Bulldogs.

Glenn M. Sulmasy
Provost and Chief Academic Officer
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